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“Be it done unto me according to your word” (Luke 1:38)
Greetings from the Director
Dear Voluntas sisters and brothers:
Pope Francis continues to surprise us with his actions, words, and vision for the Church.
We are certainly blessed to have him as our pope at this particular moment in the history
of the Church. It seems like the world has fallen in love with this great man.
Just before Christmas he released his Apostolic Exhortation entitled “ The Joy of the
Gospel (Evangelii Gaudium)”. I would urge you not only to read it but also to pray with
this document. In this document the pope gives a beautiful reflection of his vision for
evangelization and renewal of the Church.
I always am disappointed when someone tells me the entire plot of a movie before I get a
chance to see it. It spoils the surprise and the impact of the film. So, I will resist the
temptation to tell you everything that Pope Francis says in this document. Be surprised
and inspired when you read it.
However, it is providential that “The Joy of the Gospel” was released just as Andrew, Joel
and I were leaving for Ethiopia. I read it several days before we left so the pope’s vision
for the future of the Church was very much on my mind as we visited our community in
Ethiopia. We were blessed to experience the joy that Pope Francis writes about in his
letter with our Voluntas Dei members in Ethiopia. They are materially poor but rich in
their faith and generous in their ministry to the poorest of the poor among the elderly and
the homeless.
The pope writes about a renewed missionary impulse, challenging us all of us to be joyful evangelizers. There is
a synergy between what Pope Francis writes and the charism of Fr. Parent, who was a member of a missionary
order, the Oblates of Mary Immaculate. Fr. Parent had the missionary impulse that led him to found the Voluntas
Dei Institute in 1958. It was during the time of the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) that Fr. Parent lived
with many of the missionary bishops from around the world who were staying at the Oblate House in Rome. In
response to their needs, he planted the seeds of the Institute in many of these missionary countries---Laos,
Bolivia, Ecuador, Sri Lanka, India, Chile, Mexico, Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Columbia. Many of you
will remember Bishop Louis, our Voluntas Dei Bishop in Laos, who came to our annual Congress in Paoli
several years ago.
The United States District has the graced opportunity to live Pope Francis’ challenge to be joyful evangelizers in
our solidarity with our Ethiopian community. He writes, “Today missionary activity still represents the greatest
challenge for the Church and the missionary task must remain foremost”.
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When we come together for the March Plenary Gathering, we will share our stories and experiences of
Ethiopia and everyone will have an opportunity to share their questions about this new venture. Until we see
each other at the Gathering, I leave you with the words that Pope Francis writes about the Blessed Mother at
the conclusion of his exhortation:
Star of the new evangelization,
help us to bear radiant witness to communion,
service, ardent and generous faith,
justice and love of the poor,
that the joy of the Gospel
may reach to the ends of the earth,
illuminating even the fringes of the world.

Love and Blessings,

Tony

January Sunset - Sentinel of Grace
Submitted by John Anderson
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Save the Dates!
2014 Plenary Sector Gathering
March 7-8, 2014. Crown Plaza Hotel, Elizabeth, NJ. Very close to Newark Airport. Shuttle
service is available. All members and observers/visitors are very strongly urged to attend.

August 2014 USA District Assembly
August 5-7 2014 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA. Delegates and Observers arrive after dinner
on Monday, August 4. Assembly begins on Tuesday, August 5, at 9:00 AM and concludes with
lunch on Thursday, August 7.

August 2014 USA District Congress
August 7-9, 2014 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA. For everyone: begins with dinner on
Thursday, August 7, and concludes with lunch on Saturday, August 9.

Council Notes
1. Assembly Updates: From all reports, the committees have been meeting to complete their tasks. The
committees will send their completed proposals by March 1. Brother Loughlan Sofield will fine-tune the proposals and if
necessary, send them back to the committees for a final draft. A final draft will be published for the District on or before
June 1.
2. Jim Halley reported that together with John Szamreta and Tom Wilhelm, the plans for the March 7/8 Plenary
Gathering are coming together very nicely.
3. The two recollections days that took place in the Annunciation sector in September and November went very
well. We will report on the Visitation sector recollection days once we have received that information.
4. Tony reported that he is working on his report for the Assembly. He asked for input from the Council. The
report will be shared with the entire District in June. It will be the team lesson for June so that all members will have a
chance to discuss what he writes.
5. The council had an initial discussion of the schedule for the Assembly and Congress in August, 2014.
6. There was a discussion of the Ethiopia sector. A full report will be given once Tony, Joel, and Andrew return.
7. The OMMI's were invited to come to our Plenary Gathering and Congress in 2014. We will also invite them to
all of our events in 2015 once the calendar has been set.
8. The issue of priests from other Voluntas Dei jurisdictions ministering in the USA was discussed.
9. The Council will meet on the morning of March 7th to receive the recommendations of the formation team of
those who are applying to the Institute as well as those moving to next steps.
10. The next full council meeting will be on April 1, 2014. If anyone, has any agenda items , please let Tony
know in advance.
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THE WEALTH AND POVERTY OF
ETHIOPIA
This was my first trip to Ethiopia and I was
excited and somehow anxious about what I
would encounter. From the first moment of our
reception in the airport with Terfa, the
seminarians and our members it was truly a
wonderful experience. Soon I found out how
materially poor and financially deprived the
country is and has so many needs. I have
experienced firsthand the limitations of a very
poor country; dust, bad roads, overcrowded
streets and lots of people in need. I felt rich and
the people of Ethiopia poor. On the other hand
as we experienced the people, their faith and
culture I felt poor and the people of Ethiopia
rich. Because of poverty they live in the present
moment and rely on their faith and Divine
Providence; something that I am often poor in,
living in a rich country. This was a reminder for
me to live in the present moment and to rely on
my faith and the Divine Providence more.

The food, the culture and history is so rich and
their Christian roots go back to the early Church.
I learned how their culture has deeply influenced
their current religious tradition. In visiting and
spending time with our Voluntas Dei members
and friends I felt very much at home. They were
warm, open and willing to share with us their
faith and love for the Spirituality of the Institute.
It is also a country fertile with vocations for
priests, couples, and single men and women. I
came back energized and excited to share this
experience with the members of our District. I
remain committed to help our mission in
Ethiopia and want to encourage and inspire
others to work hard for our brothers and sisters in
Voluntas Dei in Ethiopia. This means working
hard to raise funds, praying, and actively
supporting them in any way we can.

Andrew Sioleti

A Message from the Homeless in Ethiopia
Our Voluntas Dei members in Ethiopia take the elderly and homeless off the streets and give them shelter
and food on a daily basis. It is the poor helping the poor.
Mr. Terfa Dinka is the leader of our Institute in Ethiopia. He sent the following message from one of the
homeless people who is cared for by our members.
Greetings and love from voiceless elderly people in Ethiopia,
We were left alone because of poverty and HIV AIDS victimized.
When we found ourselves in desperate basic needs we went out to search for our daily bread. We have lost
all our energy, health and even social life. We came to street corner to beg for food and social support.
Members of Voluntas Dei Institute raised us from the street corner and provided us food and shelter. We are
now feeling as if we are in heaven. There are many brothers and sisters who are still on the street corner
looking for social support; we are applying to all individuals to give us social support so that WE WILL enjoy
our older age through your help. THANK YOU. GOD BLESS YOU.
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A VISIT TO THE ETHIOPIAN SECTOR
Joel Livingston

It is a long trip from New York to Addis Ababa. After eighteen hours in the air, Tony, Andrew and I arrived at
Addis Ababa —an eight hour flight from JFK to Istanbul and a five hour flight from Istanbul. We left JFK after a
two hour delay due to the snow at about 1:15 AM and arrived in Addis Ababa at about 1:15 AM. In spite of the
late hour we were met by Terfa Dinka, the head of the Ethiopian sector and about five of the sector’s
members. They greeted us with flowers and a very enthusiastic welcome and drove us to the hotel where we
stayed during our trip.
On arrival at the hotel we experienced a bit of what the Ethiopians must struggle with and we take for granted
here is the USA. The hotel had Wi-Fi but the Wi-Fi was down. Not realizing it was down, we struggled to
figure why we couldn’t connect. Then we turned to the telephone service but it was also down. Not knowing
that either, we frustrated ourselves trying to get connected so we could tell the folks back home that we had
arrived safely. During the rest of the trip we anticipated the possibility that there could be neither Wi-Fi or
phone service and so we yielded to the inevitable.
DAY ONE
The next morning we were met by Terfa and taken to the “Voluntas Dei House" where we spent the day. The
House is rented from the local diocese by Voluntas Dei which uses it as a shelter and food bank. The House
is a ministry of our members in Addis Ababa. The homeless come there to get a meal and a place to stay
during the day. In addition to cooking, cleaning and maintaining the house, the members raise money by
weaving and selling blankets. During the day many of the homeless sit in the courtyard pass away the time.
The picture below is of several of our members in the courtyard during a break.
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When we arrived we were greeted with more flowers and songs by the 42 Voluntas members who came to
meet us. It turns out that some teams came from as far as 375 miles. It took them one and a half days to get
there. Another team came from 185 miles. Presently there are no priests in the sector but there are two
seminarians who (as a result of our visit) have just started theology studies in Kenya. Most are married couples
and a number of celibate men. There are also several spiritual associates including one young woman who
converted from Islam and was then expelled by her family. All of the members seem to be well educated and
some have advanced degrees.
Terfa began the meeting with prayers and then explained how IVD got started in Ethiopia. It was he who
received a brochure about IVD that interested him and caused him to investigate further. He got a copy of father
Parent’s book, "In the Footsteps of Jesus”. Terfa said he became sold on the spirituality. He wrote Canada
several times for more information and
support which came in the form of a
visit by a Voluntas priest. Together
they established the “Voluntas Dei
House”. That was nine years ago.
Then IVD expanded from Addis
Ababa. Two of the men who joined
IVD in Addis Ababa returned to their
rural areas and formed teams. Each
team in formation went to the local
pastor and made sure of his support.
The teams serve the elderly, the very
poor and continue to evangelize.
Then it was time for introductions.
Each of us and all the members
introduced ourself and like most of the
proceedings, a translation was
necessary which lengthened the time.
DAY TWO
We arrived around lunch time to allow Terfa time in the morning to teach lessons to the members. At lunch,
Tony, Andrew and I, of course had to watch what we ate. We knew that we could only eat peeled fruit, cooked
food and drink bottled water and so we were careful. Lunch for us each day was mostly bananas, bread and
water. On this day we also sampled some of the cooked lunch that our Ethiopian hosts were eating. We ate
with our hands which is the custom. The food was tasty and very spicy and of course, cooked.
After lunch, the formal program began. Tony, Andrew and I began by telling a few stories of our experience
when meeting with Father Parent. Then individual members stood up and recounted their experiences in
ministry. Almost all spoke in the local language and one of the members who spoke English would translate for
us.
One member told of how she brought food to a starving elderly woman living in a very rural area. The member
brought bananas for her to eat. The elderly woman had dug a hole outside her shack in which they made a fire
and cooked the bananas according to the custom. The woman after eating said that she had dug the hole so
that there would be a place for her to be buried but now the hole brought her new life.
Another member told of rescuing and then nursing a woman who had been attacked by hyenas. The woman’s
legs were badly damaged from the attack and she probably would not have survived if not rescued. Many of the
members told their stories of how they went out to the people who needed help. They gather firewood, fetch
clean water and give them food. They said that their aim is to love their people.
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Other members serve as catechists, parish ministry helpers and other ministries. All were enthusiastic and full
of joy.

DAY THREE
On Sunday we celebrated Mass together with Tony and Andrew concelebrating and I serving as deacon. At the
Mass, we also celebrated those taking steps. A number of single men took vows and we had married men and
women moving into probation. Each came up, knelt down holding a lighted candle and read the promise or vow
in front of Tony. Andrew, as a member of the Central Council then blessed them.
After the celebration, we took the time to meet separately with the young men who showed an interest in
entering the seminary.

DAY FOUR
On Monday Terfa drove us out to the Capuchin seminary. We were able to speak with both the previous Rector
as well as the current Rector. We were impressed with both of them. We also met with a priest of the
Archdiocese of New York who recounted his experience teaching at the seminary. The seminary includes a
minor seminary for high school students, a college seminary for philosophy and a major theology seminary. The
students are housed on campus. The
seminarians include Capuchins and diocesan
seminarians. The seminary is affiliated with the
Urbanium seminary in Rome.
The Rector offered us a vacant building where
we could house our future seminarians. Before
we move in that direction some more planning
and evaluation needs to take place.
Returning to our hotel we saw many groups of
sheep and goats with one or more men driving
them. They were for sale since the following
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day was Christmas in the Julian calendar. Other vendors were carrying bunches of live chickens. They tied the
feet of two or more chickens together and slung them over their shoulders. The buyers took them home and
slaughtered them for the Christmas celebration. In the picture below, someone is hauling a sheep home on the
roof of his car.

DAY FIVE
Terfa invited us to his home to celebrate Christmas. We met his children, grandchildren, neighbors and friends
and enjoyed a glass or two of wine and a generous meal with all.

DAY SIX
Our last day was Wednesday and we met the Archbishop of Ethiopia. He is the Metropolitan of the Oriental
Ethiopian Rite and is also responsible for the Latin (Vernacular) Rite. He is a gracious and very friendly man and
reminded me of Pope Francis. He greeted
us warmly and we discussed our mutual
commitments to Voluntas in Ethiopia. He
advised us to send our seminarians to
either Kenya’s Tangaza Seminary (which
we have done) or to St. Thomas Aquinas
in the Philippines if we do not elect to
send them to the Capuchin Seminary in
Addis Ababa. He assured us that he
would be happy to have them in his
diocese once they are ordained. He
would expect that eventually they would
be ordained in the Oriental Rite although
initially they would be ordained in the
Latin Rite. We ended our meeting with
the Archbishop leading us in prayer and
then giving us his blessing.
We ended our trip with a dinner in a hotel
nearby the airport. There we saw the
modern part of the city of Addis Ababa. The buildings and streets could have been in any western city and were
very much in contrast to the area served by our Voluntas Sector in Ethiopia.
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Please remember in your prayers
Jim Seis, father of Mike Seis, who is receiving
hospice care
Luis Antonio Morocho, father of Gonzalo
Morochi
Our Ethiopian brothers and sisters

John O’Neill writes a weekly homily
reflecting on the Sunday readings and
applying them to our Voluntas Dei
spirituality. These can be found on the
Director General’s website at
www.voluntasdei.org

Eleanor Suroweic, who entered into eternal
life on January 19

Visit our new website at voluntasdeiusa.org

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF
VOWED/COMMITTED MEMBERS
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Our statutes require that by virtue of our
vow of poverty that all vowed members
contribute 7-10% and committed
members 2% of their net income.
Aspirants and Probationers participate in
the financial support of the Institute
according to their means.
All contributions should be sent directly
to the Chair of the District Finance
Committee: Mr. Paul Lang, 26 Settler
Court, Tinton Falls, NJ 07753.
If any member is unable to contribute
according to our statutes, they should
communicate this directly to Tony Ciorra.
He is the only one that will receive this
information and it will be received with
compassion and kept strictly confidential.

9

