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Voluntas Dei Institute
June 2015

“BE IT DONE UNTO ME ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD” (Luke 1: 38)

Dear Voluntas Family,

Our God is a God of surprises! Pope Francis tells us repeatedly not to be afraid of
the surprises of the Holy Spirit. In fact, Pope Francis himself is a surprise of the Holy
Spirit.
Fr. Parent was also a surprise for the Church and his OMI community. He was a
man who was always open to newness, life, and surprises. It seems as if he was never
crippled by fear but instead was fueled by faith and trust in God. It was this sense of trust
that led him to take the leap of faith in founding two secular institutes (The OMMI’s and
the Voluntas Dei Institute) when most people at the time never heard of secular institutes.
God’s surprises are not in the past but continue into the present. The Affiliates in
our Institute are another surprise of the Holy Spirit. Single women, married men, and
religious order priests started to come to our team meetings. They did not fit into the usual
canonical categories (ordained members who wanted to transfer to Voluntas, seminarians,
married couples, single men). The General Assembly of 2010 recognized God’s surprise
and created a new category that we call “Affiliates” or “Spiritually Affiliated Persons.”
I cannot help but think that Fr. Parent is rejoicing in heaven that the charism that
God gave to him is not stagnant but continues to evolve in the Church. We, too, rejoice
that God has sent us affiliates. We dedicate this issue of “Togetherness” to our affiliates.
We thank God for them and for the blessing they are for us. I can’t even imagine what it
would be like if they were not a part of us. Thank you, Affiliates, for the beautiful surprise
you are for us and for bringing life and newness to the United States District.
Love,

Tony

Save the Dates!
!

2015 August Retreat
August 4-6, 2015 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA. Registration form for the Retreat and Congress can be
found on page 10 of this newsletter.

2015 August Congress
August 6-8, 2015 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA.

Sector Recollection Days - Details TBA
Sector A: November 14, 2015
Sector B: November 7, 2015

2016 Plenary Gathering
March 4-5, 2016 Theme: “Pope Francis and the Jubilee Year of Mercy” Speaker: Fr. Michael Crosby

2016 August Retreat
August 2-4, 2016 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA

2016 August Congress
August 4-6, 2016 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA
Theme: “Discipleship and Evangelization” Speaker: Fr. Anthony Gittins

CONGRATULATIONS, JIM!
Jim Halley has been named the Vicar for Priests for the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles.
We congratulate him on the trust that the Archbishop and
priests have placed in him. We give him our support and
prayers as he begins his ministry to the priests.
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Council Notes
There have been three meetings of the Council since the last issue of
“Togetherness” and the beginning of the New Year. The following is a brief summary of these meetings:

FEBRUARY 3, 2015
1. Since this was the first meeting of the New Year, the Council shared their reflections and feelings about our meetings,
goals and needs of the District.
2. Plans for the March Plenary Gathering were finalized.
3. District ministries were reviewed and finalized. Committee chairs and membership were confirmed as well as the new
format we will follow for committee meetings and reports to the District.
4. Tim Corbley is coordinating a March Gathering in Colorado.
5. George Hazler will present the recommendations of the formation team for those petitioning to move to next steps to the
Council prior to the March Gathering, March 6 at 9:00AM
6. The Ethiopia sector: The major portion of the discussion on Ethiopia was about our two seminarians and their formation
program.
7. The financial report prepared by Paul Lang was reviewed, discussed and accepted.
8. The Council approved Mark Dilone’s petition to begin seminary studies at St. John’s in Collegeville.
9. The Central Council is still studying the formation program for transfer religious. They are waiting for clarification from
the Holy See.
10. The 2016 General Assembly survey and delegates was discussed along with a plan for moving forward.
11. The August 2015 Congress schedule approved. The retreat schedule is pending.

MARCH 6, 2015
1. The Institute’s requirements for ordination were reviewed since we have several seminary candidates. It was proposed
that Frank Berna be asked to be the coordinator for seminary formation. Following the Council meeting, he was asked to
serve the District as Coordinator of Priestly Formation and he accepted.
2. It was agreed that someone should go to Ethiopia in the near future to visit with our members, the seminarians and the
Cardinal.
3. Anne Fleischl will coordinate the community responses to the questionnaire sent by the Central Council for discussion at
the 2016 General Assembly
4. Anthony will ask members to be open to be delegates for the General Assembly. We need three vowed members, one
committed member in addition to those who will go “Ex Officio” (Anthony and Andrew)
5.

The major portion of the meeting was spent discussing the petition of candidates petitioning to move to next steps.
George Hazler presented the deliberations of the formation team to the Council for their votes.

MAY 13, 2015
1. The 2016 General Assembly, delegates and questionnaire were reviewed and an action plan was finalized.
2. The Council and Formation Team will meet for a workshop session on discernment on Thursday, August 6, 2015,
9:00AM-12:00PM.
3. November Sector Recollection Days will be an annual event.
Sector A: Jamie Bono, Sector Facilitator: November 14, 2015
Sector B: Tom Wilhelm, Sector Facilitator: November 7, 2015
Details (Theme, Speaker, Location etc.) will be announced at the August Congress
Tim Corbley is considering coordinating a November Retreat in Colorado. He
will keep us posted.
4. Dates for 2016:
March 4-5:
July 11-24, 2016:
August 2-4, 2016:
August 1, 2016:
August 4-6:

March Plenary Gathering. Theme: “Pope Francis and the Jubilee Year of Mercy”
Speaker: Fr. Michael Crosby
General Assembly
Annual Retreat
Annual Council Recollection Day
Annual Congress. Theme: “Discipleship and Evangelization”
Speaker: Fr. Anthony Gittins

5. The Council discussed the eleven preaching invitations that we have been offered to promote the Institute and ask for
donations for the needs of our Ethiopian Sector. Rory Murphy and the Vocations Committee have prepared an attractive
brochure that will be used by the preachers and also will be given to all of the members at the August Congress for
distribution. We thank the preachers, the Mission Committee and the Vocations Committee for all their wonderful work
for the Institute. We are very grateful.

Please keep
our
seminarians
in Ethiopia
in your
prayers.

Samuel Terfa (on the left) and Getahun Gebreil
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A weekly homily by John O’Neill
reflecting on the Sunday readings
and applying them to our
Voluntas Dei spirituality can be
found on the international
website at
www.voluntasdei.org

The Power of invitation
Anne Fleischl

It’s funny how a simple invitation can have a
life changing effect! I can remember about 12 years
ago, I was sitting in the diner with John Campoli and
Eleanor & Bob Suroweic. Eleanor invited me to a
Voluntas team meeting at her home. I decided to
attend because of my great affection for these fine
people. I never dreamed that Voluntas would have
affected me so deeply over time.
For the past 29 years, I have worked in
telecommunications; of which 26 years I have been for
the same employer. Working in a service department
is never easy, clients call predominantly when
frustrated with various issues. My job can be quite
stressful and challenges me on technological,
intellectual, creative and spiritual levels. The
telecommunications field keeps evolving and changing
as VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol) communication
becomes the norm. As voice and data networks
converge, troubleshooting problems become
exponentially more complex. I program & service
phone systems, provide technical support to the techs
in the field and work as the liaison between my clients
and their dial tone and internet service providers,
especially when they have questions or service type
issues on their account.
If you’ve ever had to call into a utility company,
I’m sure you will appreciate how challenging living the
Voluntas way of life can be (being present, being of
service, living in the present moment, and the absence
of destructive criticism & complaint). These were the

things that piqued my curiosity about Voluntas. Was it
REALLY possible to live this way on a daily basis
when I’d have frequent dealings with various dial tone
and service providers? Often my greatest challenge I
have during my work day is simply being present to the
other person while working on their particular issue. I
do not claim to have “mastered” living Voluntas in
these situations, but I would like to believe that there
has been slow, albeit steady, progress. I am learning
to see this work as a sort of vocation – in that I am
called to be the presence of Christ in the midst of the
present moment regardless of what I am doing.
Ministry wise, I’ve worked predominantly in
both youth and liturgical ministries. I was extremely
fortunate to have a high school teacher, Mike Lyons,
who had a profound influence in my life. He was
present to me, cared about me when I needed
someone to really care about me, taught me the basics
of guitar & encouraged me to participate in a weekend
retreat called “Antioch”. This retreat forever changed
my life. I went from knowing “about” God to knowing
the “person” of God and developing an intimate
relationship with Him. When I started college, I began
working in parishes as a “part time” youth minister. I
was grateful that I was able to do for others what he
had done for me. I did part time parish youth ministry
work for 18 years and I continue working with parish
confirmation retreat programs today. It is my hope
that God has been able to touch others through me
even in the slightest of ways, as Mike has blessed my
life. Through the wonder of social media, I’ve been
able to reconnect with him many years later!
Life can be very stressful at times. Going to
the gym has been an unexpected blessing. I never
expected to actually enjoy it. I have lost some weight
in the process and I feel immensely better. I use my
time swimming as an opportunity for contemplative
prayer. The enveloping water and its silence; and the
freedom from technology (cell phones, tablets, email,
social media, etc) and the simple luxury of being
uninterrupted provide the perfect background for me.
When I get out in the fresh air (ride a bike, walk, etc.) I
get an opportunity to reflect on God’s goodness and
beauty. This exercise has led me to a more integrated
cohesive experience of body, mind and spirit.
I seem to have found a niche by participating
in endurance sports. It mirrors my life as I struggle
with issues and rely on the Lord to get me through. I
may not be fast, but, I have stamina. Every event is a
unique challenge. By the grace of God, and the work
that he has begun, last year I completed two sprint

triathlons
and two
lengthy bike
rides (25
and 36
miles) for
charity. This
coming
season, I’m
planning on
participating
in several
triathlons.

I have two children, Maryanne and
Anthony, who was a New York City Firefighter on
9/11 and a cancer survivor. We lost our
grandson, Ryan, at age 21. When Ryan was four
years old
his heart
stopped
and as a
result was
mildly
impaired.
He was
special
needs on
earth, but is
just special in Heaven. John 3:16 says, “For God
so loved the world that he gave His only begotten
Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish
but have everlasting life.”

In trying to tie this all together, I like the advice
found in Hebrews, “Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the
life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows
us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up
and let us run with endurance the race God has set
before us.” (Hebrews 12:1)

Fr. John Campoli and I met over thirty
years ago and, as we say, the rest is history. He
helped me to feel
the love of God.
Fr. John is Christ
living among us. I
started meeting
people in Voluntas
and they were
always so kind and
loving, never
talking negatively
about anyone. I
asked if I could
attend one of their
monthly meetings.
I thought that I shouldn’t find not complaining or
criticizing too difficult. I’m not one to talk about
people. Boy, was I in for a rude awakening! I try
my best to live the three fives!

Catherine Chiusano-Creen
My name is Catherine Chiusano-Creen, a/
k/a “The Boiler Maker” by Uncle Tom, “Crazy Aunt
Cathy” by Johnny Boy and “Chiacc-hierone” (talkative) by my Magoo-Ryan. I was born
and raised in Brooklyn, NY, and moved to New
Jersey in 2007. Also originally from Brooklyn
were the Brooklyn Dodgers. I remember going to
Ebbets Field.
I am one of eleven children. My mother,
Anna, was a wonderful woman. My father. . .
that’s another story. . . about forgiveness. My
mother lived Voluntas before I ever heard of it.
She wasn’t one to complain or criticize. She
showed us love in so many different ways.
Everyone loved Anna! I have six brothers and
four sisters. You might see us driving around with
our sisters’ license plates: Sister #1 – Madeline;
Sister #2 – Joanne; Sister #3 – Cathy (that’s me);
Sister #4 – Lorraine; and Sister #5 – Maryjane
(also Voluntas). Sister #1 and Sister #5 live in the
same community as I do. Maryjane is right
across the street so I have to behave!

My volunteer activities include the
Interfaith which hosts the homeless who are
going through hard times, Eucharistic Minister at
my parish, St. Domenic, and bringing Communion
to seven homebound people, which I love. I also
volunteer for the Frances Foundation which is for
young children with cancer. On Thanksgiving I
dress up like a turkey for the children. We do arts
and crafts and I dance with the children at our
Christmas party. You should see me trying to do
the hoola-hoop!

6

I am very active in my community, Leisure
Village, president of St. Mary’s Guild, a member
of the Camera Club, Italian American Club,
Women’s Club, and play shuffleboard.
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I love nature, the fall season, taking pictures and
listening to music. While driving I listen to my
religious CD’s. Once while driving with my
grandson, he said, “Grandma, put on your Jesus
music.” I also listen to Catholic Radio, Domestic
Church Media, watch
EWTN, Law & Order,
Criminal Minds, and
Blue Bloods. Most
important to me is my
faith, children,
grandchildren, family,
and friends.
I’ve been hurt,
rejected and betrayed, but so has our Dear Lord.
I am still under construction – a work in progress.
I pray each and every day to do the will of God by
following in His footsteps and saying “Yes” like
our Dear Blessed Mother.

Visit our website at voluntasdeiusa.org

Let us continue to pray for each other as
we grow in His love.

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF
VOWED/COMMITTED MEMBERS
Our statutes require that by virtue of our
vow of poverty that all vowed members
contribute 7-10% and committed
members 2% of their net income.
Aspirants and Probationers participate in
the financial support of the Institute
according to their means.

Remembrances
Tom Furlong
Malachy Higgiston
Augustine Katady
Raymond Lefebvre
George Pereirra
Eleanor Suroweic

All contributions should be sent directly
to the Chair of the District Finance
Committee: Mr. Paul Lang, 26 Settler
Court, Tinton Falls, NJ 07753.
If any member is unable to contribute
according to our statutes, they should
communicate this directly to Tony Ciorra.
He is the only one that will receive this
information and it will be received with
compassion and kept strictly confidential.
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Happy Birthday!
!

June! !

!

03!
05!
06!
09!

-!
-!
-!
-!

Bill Reuter! !
James Dwyer!
Betty Reuter! !
Tony DiPalma!

!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!

02!-!
10!-!
22!-!
28!-!

John Anderson
Anne Fleischl
Bill Konicki
Frances Brown

!
!
02!
13!
16!
17!
29!

!
!
-!
-!
-!
-!
-!

August! !

!

!

!

!

!

!

September

!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!

11! -!
14!-!
22!-!
28!-!
30!-!

!

!
!

!

Julian Gonzalez! !
Michaeleen Smith!
Paul Kang! ! !
John O’Neill! ! !
Ben Kim! ! ! !

!

!

July

!

!

Art Candreva
Jim Halley
Mike Seis
Neil Flood, Jaime Graells
Joel Livingston

Happy Anniversary!
!

!

!
Paul Tolve - June 2, 1984
Bill Konicki - June 3, 1978
Gerard Steffener - June 4, 1960
Jim Halley - June 5, 2004
John Szamreta - June 6, 1981
Carol & Joel Livingston - June 7, 1958
John O’Neill - June 17, 2000
Kay & Joe McGlynn - June 23, 1962
Ben Kim - June 29, 1995
John Anderson - June 29, 1996
Madeline & Jaime Graells - July 21, 1974

Eileen & Paul Lang - August 4, 1984
Peter Frances - August 18, 1980
Pam & Ernie Chaplin - September 20, 1986
Claudia & Anthony Bruno - September 28, 1963

PREACHING ASSIGNMENTS TO PROMOTE THE INSTITUTE
AND TO PREACH FOR OUR SECTOR IN ETHIOPIA
We thank our members who have volunteered to accept preaching assignments from the Propagation of the
Faith. Thank you to the Mission Committee (John O’Neill, Jan Dugan, Christopher and Nell Lauber) for
coordinating the details. We also thank the Vocations Committee (Rory Murphy, Leo Patalinghug, Mark Dilone
and James Burns) for preparing a beautiful brochure about Voluntas Dei to be distributed at these parishes.
Please pray for our preachers that they be filled with the Spirit as they spread the message of Voluntas Dei and
the needs of our Ethiopian brothers and sisters.

MAY 30-31
Lenny Delgado
St. Anthony of Padua Church
Elizabeth, NJ
(Archdiocese of Newark)

JULY 11-12
Pam & Ernie Chaplin
St. John Church
Worcester, MA
(Diocese of Worcester)

JUNE 5-6
Anne Fleischl
Holy Name of Jesus
East Orange, NJ
(Archdiocese of Newark)

JULY 11-12
Alexis Ibarra
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Doral, Florida
(Archdiocese of Miami)

JUNE 13-14
Paul Tolve & Jan Dugan
Church of the Magdalene
Sleepy Hollow, NY
(Archdiocese of New York)

JULY 14
Julian Gonzalez
Our Lady of Charity National Shrine
Miami, Florida
(Archdiocese of Miami)

JUNE 13-14
Julian Gonzalez
St. Gabriel Church
Pompano Beach, Florida
(Archdiocese of Miami)

JULY 18-19
John Anderson
St. Bartholomew
Scotch Plains, NJ
(Archdiocese of Newark)

JUNE 27-28
John Campoli
St. Vincent de Paul
Baldwinville, MA
(Diocese of Worcester)

JULY 18-19
Alexis Ibarra
Assumption Church
Lauderdale by the Sea, Florida
(Archdiocese of Miami)

JUNE 27-28
Mark Dilone
Our Lady of Lourdes
West Orange, NJ
(Archdiocese of Newark)
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Voluntas Dei 2015
Registration Form
Retreat:
Congress:

August 4 ~ August 6
August 6 ~ August 8

Tuesday (lunch) ~Thursday (breakfast)
Thursday (lunch) ~ Saturday (lunch)

Menu of Costs for 2015/Staying at the Abbey (includes meals)
Married Couple Retreat and Congress
Married Couple Congress only
Single Guests Retreat and Congress
Single Guests Congress only
Extra night at the Abbey

$550 per couple
$325 per couple
$360 per person
$220 per person
$70 per person per night

Hotel Guests (Meals at the Abbey /per person pricing)
Meal Costs at the Abbey—Please send checks for meals to Linda Christopher (address below)
Hotel Guests Retreat and Congress
$180 per person (meal costs payable to Daylesford Abbey)
Hotel Guests Congress only
$100 per person (meal costs payable to Daylesford Abbey)

Hotel Information:
Holiday Inn Express Special Rate
Contact Information for hotel:
Contact hotel before...

$104.64 (includes 9 % occupancy tax)
610-651-0400 (front desk reservations)
Online hotel reservations: www.hiemalvern.com
July 27, 2015 (Monday)

Group Code: VDG or Reference Voluntas Dei

Daylesford Abbey Reservation Form Deadline: July 27, 2015
□ Yes ~ I/We would like to stay at the Abbey
□  I/We will stay at the hotel
□ $_____________ check payable to Daylesford Abbey
□ Meals only $_________

□ Visa/MasterCard (circle one)
# _______________________________________________ exp. ________
Signature: ______________________________________________
Print Name: ____________________________________________

□ Retreat & Congress
□ Abbey □  Hotel
□ Congress only
□ Abbey □  Hotel

Address____________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _____________________ Cell: _________________________
Mail reservation to: Daylesford Abbey, 220 South Valley Road, Paoli, PA 19301
Fax reservation to: 610-651-0219
Contact for the Abbey: Linda Christopher, Director 610-647-2530 ext. 135,
Email: lindachristopher@daylesford.org
Credit Cards: The Abbey will not charge your credit card until the day of your arrival. Checks are preferred.
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