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Voluntas Dei Institute
October 2015

“BE IT DONE UNTO ME ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD” (Luke 1: 38)

Dear Voluntas Family,

Pope Francis has invited the entire Church to a Jubilee Year of Mercy to begin
on December 8, 2015 (The fiftieth anniversary of the close of the Second Vatican
Council) and to conclude on November 22, 2016 (the feast of Christ the King). “The
Face of Mercy” is the letter he wrote announcing the Jubilee year. If you get a chance to
read the letter, it is really very beautiful. I also love the logo that has been created for
the Jubilee Year.
Pope Francis writes, “Do not be afraid of tenderness, mercy and goodness.” He has
said on numerous occasions “the one thing the Church needs most today is the ability to
heal wounds and to warm hearts through mercy.” The pope teaches that mercy is the
primary attribute of God and the lens through which we experience God’s love.
I am happy to share with you that the theme for our March Plenary Gathering
(March 4-5, 2016) will be on the Jubilee Year of Mercy. Fr. Michael Crosby, a noted
author and lecturer on the theme of mercy, will be our presenter. I know that you will
find his presentations informative and challenging.
I invite all of our Voluntas members to open your minds to a deeper understanding of
God’s mercy and, more importantly, to open your hearts to receive the healing that
God’s mercy offers to each of us. The theme of mercy is very dear to Pope Francis and
one that speaks to our Voluntas spirituality. My prayer is the Jubilee year will bring new
life to our District and draw us closer to the Lord and one another.

Your brother in Christ,
Tony

Save the Dates!
!

Sector Recollection Days
November 6-8, 2015 - Loretto Spirituality Center, Denver, CO (Coordinator: Tim Corbley)
November 7, 2015 - Grace House, New York, NY (Sector B Facilitator: Tom Wilhelm)
November 14, 2015 - St. Joseph Shrine, Stirling, NJ (Sector A Facilitator: Jamie Bono)

2016 Plenary Gathering
March 4-5, 2016 Theme: “Pope Francis and the Jubilee Year of Mercy” Speaker: Fr. Michael Crosby

2016 August Retreat
August 2-4, 2016 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA

2016 August Congress
August 4-6, 2016 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA
Theme: “Discipleship and Evangelization” Speaker: Fr. Anthony Gittins
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Council Notes
JUNE 24, 2015
1. Review of the May minutes; unanimously accepted.
2. Ethiopia: Preaching projects, seminarians, and finances were discussed. Eleven of our members have
volunteered to preach in parishes assigned by the Propagation of the Faith. We thank the mission
committee for securing these assignments and our members for their generosity of going out to preach.
This is a great opportunity to promote the Institute and positive PR for secular institutes. The brochures
prepared by the vocations committee will be distributed in the parishes. We thank the vocations committee
for doing an outstanding job with the brochures.
3. Formation Issues: Mark Dilone has been accepted to St. John’s Seminary in Collegeville. We congratulate
him and have petitioned the central administration to give him the stipend allotted to all IVD seminarians
in other countries.
4. Frank Berna reported on the status of our seminarians. All are doing well. Frank is their contact person and
will facilitate their journey to ordination. We asked him to focus on the reports due each semester for the
seminarians in Ethiopia and also to begin collating the necessary documentation for Alexis Ibarra’s
ordination to the diaconate.
5. Paul Lang sent his financial report to the council. The District is financially stable. Tony will address the
issue of members’ contributions at the August business meeting. Paul will also give a report to the District
at that time.
6. The March Plenary Gathering evaluations were reviewed. The responses were overwhelmingly positive
about the speaker, location, food and schedule. We thank all of those who worked hard to make the March
Gathering a wonderful event for us.
7. Review of schedule for the August Retreat and Congress took place with the evaluations of last year in
mind.
8. Items for the business meeting: in August (a) Committee Structure, (b) Strategic objectives from the
Assembly, (c) Preaching for Ethiopia, (d) Formation Guidelines, (e) Priests, wills, assignments.
9. Format was discussed for council recollection day on August 3, 2015.
10. Format for formation team and council workshop on August 7, 2015 was finalized.
11. Review of the committee reports. The Central Council has noted the excellent job that our committees have
done and will hold this as a model of collaboration for the other Districts.
12. Discussion on where we are at with sectors and the global team. The global team did not get off the
ground. That structure needs to be reworked. The new sector system should be evaluated in 2016.
13. Discussion took place about the November Recollection Days and the Colorado Retreat.
14. Jamie Bono will facilitate the Sector A Recollection Day in Stirling, NJ on November 14, Tom Wilhelm
will facilitate the Sector B Recollection day in Westchester and Tim Corbley will offer a retreat in
Colorado November 6-8, 2015.
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15. Member Updates were given to the council.
16. Discussion of the General Assembly survey that Anne Fleischl collated. Anne did an excellent job in
collecting the data and responses. The format she provided will be very helpful in preparing for the
Assembly and getting the USA input on the table.

SEPTEMBER 30, 2015
1. Reflections on the August Retreat and Congress: Both speakers were excellent. Evaluations were
overwhelmingly positive. Some felt that this year was the best ever.
2. The meeting with the formation team and council went very well. The new discernment model was the
focus of our time together. All were very enthused about the content and spirit of the workshop. We will
invite Dr. Patricia Kelly to lead us for a similar workshop next year.
3. George Hazler resigned as formation director. He felt that he is not able to serve in this particular role. We
thanked him for his service this past year as well as all that he has done for the Institute over the years.
4. Jamie Bono was nominated to be the new Formation Director. After much prayer and reflection, he
accepted this mandate. We thanked him for his generosity and assured him of our ongoing support.
5. Paul and Eileen Lang will be the new sector facilitators for Sector B. We thank them for their service and
continued generosity in the gift of their time and talents to our District
6. The committee structure was once again discussed. The committees are doing an excellent job. The
council offered some suggestions for each committee to include on their agendas this coming year. These
suggestions were sent to the committee chairs to be shared with the committee members.
7. We thanked Daniel LeBlanc for his visit to Addis Ababa and Nairobi. After much discussion we agreed
that the two seminarians will remain in the Guest House of the Apostles of Jesus and continue at Tangaza
University. Fr. Archangel and Terfa Dinka will oversee their formation.
8. Frank Berna gave his report on the seminarians. He will follow up with the paper work needed for Alexis
Ibarra’s ordination to the diaconate and the reports that we will need from Ethiopia for the two
seminarians.
9. The November Recollection days were discussed. There are about 20 people registered for each of the
days. Tony will ask Tim Corbley for an update on the retreat in Colorado
10. March 2016 Plenary Gathering: The theme will be on the Jubilee Year of Mercy. Fr. Michael Crosby will
be the speaker. The Langs, Tom Wilhelm and John Szamreta will coordinate the schedule and program for
the Gathering.
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11. Father Anthony Gittins will be the speaker at the August Congress. His theme will be “Discipleship and
evangelization”. Jamie Bono and the formation team will select the retreat director for the August retreat
and will also work on the schedule.
12. The General Assembly and the USA delegates are all in place (Anthony Ciorra and Andrew Sioletti: Ex
Officio; Rory Murphy, Jamie Bono, Jim Halley, Eileen and Marty Theys).
13. Member’s issues and changes in assignments were discussed.
14. The next meeting will be on November 18. There are a few left over agenda items from the September
meeting that will be included in November:
•
•
•

The March 2016 Gathering
The August 2016 Congress
The Strategic Objectives from the 2014 Assembly

15. Committee chairs are notified of upcoming council meetings if they have agenda items or questions.
Members should also feel free to do the same.

Reflections on our Holy Father’s Visit to the United States
!
We have a pope
who understands the
contemplative love of
God and is a prophet in
our midst. He is a
messenger of peace and
mercy in an all too
turbulent world and
thank God all world
leaders are interested in
what he has to say and
teach. It was a
wonderful moment in
history for the world
and the church.

!
I can best
summarize my
experience of Papa
Francesco’s visit as
Hope - He has inspired
all of us to follow his
example and be beacons
of light and hope to
others in our families,
our Church, our
country, and the whole
world.
John Anderson

Paul Tolve
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I was with four of our
Voluntas priests for the Pope’s
Mass at Madison Square Garden.
We had to wait several hours on
long lines that stretched for about
10-15 blocs. To my surprise, it
was the waiting on the lines that
touched me most deeply. The
positive energy, excitement, joy,
deep faith of all the people on the
lines made the waiting into a holy
pilgrimage. I told one of our
priests that I think all of these
people are “Closet Voluntas”
since there was the total absence
of complaint and criticism as we
waited the long hours to see the
Pope. The weather was beautiful
and nothing but enthusiasm and
love filled the air.
When Pope Francis came
into the Garden, the thousands of
people clapped, cheered, and
shouted their welcome and deep
affection for the pope. I don’t
think there was a dry eye in the
place. I was never so proud to be
a Catholic and to be Voluntas as I
was on that day. The pope’s
constant mantra throughout his
trip was “Please pray for me.” I
will be doing just that and ask
that all of our members do the
same.
Tony Ciorra

On September 21, 2015 after receiving a
blessing from the Monastic Community at St.
John’s Seminary, 18 seminarians and priests
set out on a 20 hour pilgrimage to the Holy
Cross Monastery in Virginia. From there we
set out for the Canonization Mass of Junipero
Serra with Pope Francis at the National
Basilica. The travelling, praying, laughing
and joking, and overall experience of our
pilgrimage was positive and life giving. It
enabled us as a community to come in contact
with Pope Francis and hear what he had to say
about our responsibility to the world as
Christians. This was also a time for us to
meet other pilgrims, lay, religious, and clerical
and to connect with them, while building up
our own brotherly bonds as seminarians and
future priests. On the whole this was a great
opportunity for community building which
can be used as a model in our future
ministries.
Mark Dilone

Reflections from our members on living
the spirituality of mercy in ministry
A Call to Mercy
Tim Sullivan
As we prepare to enter into the Year of Mercy,
it comes at a very important time in our history. While
mercy is not a new concept, it is one that often takes
the back burner as we struggle to be right or to win or
to be better than others. Indeed, there are many efforts
in our world today to separate us from one another
and keep us divided and fighting. Webster’s
dictionary defines mercy as: kind or forgiving
treatment of someone who could be treated harshly or
kindness/help given to people who are in a very bad
or desperate situation.
Pope Francis, during his journey to the USA
gave us an example of mercy in that he treated all
people with respect and dignity. He met each person
and each group where they were at, in the moment.
He sought to bring people together and to help us
begin to talk with each other, to get to know each
other. It did not matter if a person was old or young,
rich or poor, powerful or powerless, saint or sinner, he
reached out to all with love and called all of us to
come together, to talk and get to know each other so
that we together can answer the challenges our world
is facing. He gives us an example of what it means to
be a follower of Christ in our world today.
Twenty years ago I had my first hospital
internship, Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) which
gave a very in depth experience of hospital ministry.
It introduced me, in a very direct way to many of the
harsh realities of illness and injuries that people face
each day: cancer, heart disease, infectious diseases,
traumas, traumatic brain injuries, chronic illnesses,
alcoholism/chemical dependency, mental illness. It
had me wondering – Where is God? How could a
loving God allow people to suffer such things? It also
raised the question of what should we be praying for,
recovery, healing, cure, possibly a quick death, what?

One night while with a man who was alone
and dying, I spent time with him praying. He was
very agitated and I was praying that God would take
him. Why wouldn’t God want to end his suffering,
after all God loves him. So for a while I prayed that
God would intervene, but God was silent. Come on
God, do your thing! After a while my thinking began
to change, I started thinking that maybe there was a
reason God was not taking the man home to heaven,
when I thought he should. After still some more time I
eventually stopped praying and just sat silently with
the person. Once silent and truly being in the present
moment, I experienced God’s presence, a true sense
of peace. I knew that God was present, not just
intellectually, but I experienced it.
This experience changed me in that I knew
God was present, but why does God do or not do
what God does? So many questions about God and
the harsh realities people face. Although the questions
remain, the lesson I learned was that my role is to
make Christ present to those whom I am with. I bring
Christ’s love, compassion, peace, joy, empathy by
being myself and being in the present moment. God
becomes concrete and tangible for people either
directly or not. As a Christian, a priest, a Catholic, a
disciple, a chaplain, a member of Voluntas, it does not
matter which one for all have the same call to be in
the present moment and open to make Christ present.
There are many realities we cannot change in our own
life and in the life of others, but we can choose to be
merciful, empathetic, compassionate, to walk with
another and to make Christ present in a way that they
can experience it.
Pope Francis and the church call us to a Year
of Mercy. To not judge others, but to be as Christ to
all. To be as the Good Samaritan or the father of the
prodigal son. We live in a time where people feel
isolated and need to connect. This is especially true
being a patient in the hospital. I and we can give what
we have: ourselves, our faith. Let us follow Francis
and seek together to share our gift of self and be the
people God has made us to be.

2016 AS THE YEAR OF MERCY
Terfa Dinka
Our Catholic Church will soon mark 2016 as
the year of mercy the midst of changing world and
under a situation of global economic turbulence,
natural and manmade calamities as well as war
induced, displacement, influx of refugees. Ever since
we have started our God given service in 2004, we in
Voluntas Dei Institute have continued to serve in
Ethiopia under the mercy of God and his guidance.
Over the last several years we have been abundantly
blessed by serving the destitute elderly in our project
and we have been able to give them a holistic service
by meeting their basic needs as well us ensuring that
they are under the mercy protection of their creator. In
our service to the homeless elderly, we are based on
spirituality and mercy vested in hope, faith and love.
Our elderly have been blessed with their age but have
to endure hardships and a rough life which they do not
deserve. It is therefore incumbent upon us to ensure
and facilitate the flow of divine mercy given them all
we can so that they live a better life towards the end
of their life.
As it is indicated in the scriptures, (Matthew
25: 31- 46) we are commissioned to feed the hungry,
clothe the naked and provide for those who are thirsty.
This is the command of the Lord which we are
obliged to effectively fulfill in our service no matter
what problems we might face. This is in line with our
basic scriptural order to do the will of God (Hebrew
10:7).
Sharing what we have with the poor and
destitute is part and parcel of the six gospel words
which we need to follow in our daily activities. We
look at the example set by Jesus as the perfect
embodiment of divine mercy and love which was
vividly depicted by the sacrifice on the cross which is
the sign of being born again through the blood of
Jesus shed for all of us.
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We in Voluntas Dei Institute work under
circumstances that continue to change through ebb
and flow. We cannot claim that we have done all this
only with our efforts. Had it not been for the support
provided to us by our partners and the guidance given
by our God, our project could have collapsed years
back.
God helped us to know and act on his will and
that was the only guarantee we had in our service in
all the previous years. Whenever we lose hope, we
will remain mindful of the fact that the will of God
will not fail and therefore we shall never fail because
we know his will and the promise given to us in our
service. Through our service to the poor we have
come to realize the empowerment of the Holy Spirit
through our Christian life.
In
the
forthcoming year of
mercy, we need to
prayerfully follow the
footsteps of Jesus and
our mother Mary who
is the source of divine
mercy. We need to also
feel the spiritual sense
of mercy, come out of
our warm beds and
share the cold with the
poor; jump out of our
comfortable cars and
greet the poor; open
our full closets and
share our clothing with
the naked with shreds.
We must be ready to conquer our hardened hearts and
show mercy to the poor in the year of mercy.
At this point in time, let me avail myself of
this opportunity to express our heartfelt thanks to all
who have supported us over all the previous years. We
also request you to pray for our organization, our
world and VDI members who are laboring from dawn
to dusk to give a better life for the poor elderly in our
Ethiopia. We ask you to pray for us that we will be
able to give more services. We wish a blessed YEAR
OF MERCY!!!!!!!!

Mercy. They find their dignity, which is restored by
God’s Mercy. It is a powerful gift!

“God’s Mercy Evolves in Jail”
Paul Tolve, I.V. Dei
A year ago the local paper published an article
on my ministry at the Westchester County
Department of Correction and it was entitled: “God’s
Mercy Evolves in Jail.” That title aptly captured the
ministry in the prison setting. The central dimension
of ministry to incarcerated persons is MERCY!—and
Mercy is “compassionate forbearance” that speaks
volumes to those who have come up against the law
and find themselves behind prison gates. How deeply
do they seek to be understood, or to have someone
listen to their story. I often tell the detainees that they
are “my sheep with mud on their faces”--- and
through the gift of Mercy this “mud” can be washed
away! Mercy has a way of doing just that!
One quality of Mercy is forgiveness, but
Mercy is even bigger than forgiveness. One can
receive forgiveness from someone or from the
Church sacramentally and spiritually but the deeper
reality is the awakening to God’s action of total
unconditional love. When one realizes that one is
completely loved by God then one begins to change!
A person probably will not change or have some
experience of metanoia without the inward spiritual
awareness of being loved at the core of one’s being,
no matter what one may have done wrong.
WOW!!! When a person discovers this, one
begins evolving into the person God always intended
that person to be! It is pure gift which when received
brings forgiveness, compunction of heart, love,
change and a “connectedness” to others who suffer.
On a practical note, Mercy will help one to
find inner peace, more patience with oneself and an
accountability of one’s actions. For example, a young
drug dealer who discovered God’s Mercy gave up his
“trade” and lived in physical poverty until he found a
legitimate job to support himself. He would not go
back to his “old ways.” I have seen those who
struggle with addictions remain “clean and sober”
because of the realization that God showed them
10

I learned from my Imam on our pastoral care
team in the jail that all prayer, all readings from the
Holy Qur’an and all lectures are to begin with the
mantra: “With the name of God, the Merciful
Benefactor, the Merciful Redeemer.” Of the ninetynine attributes of God in Muslim theology, the chief
attribute is MERCY.
Having been in prison ministry for over
seventeen years, I have come to realize that God is
the Divine Healer seeking to make all humanity
whole again. We are all in need of God’s Mercy and I
believe that Pope Francis wants to send that message
especially as we are to begin the “Year of Mercy.”

!

!

Happy Birthday!
!

!

October!

!

!

09!
11!
12!
13!
14!
14!
19!
24!
24!
29!

-!
-!
-!
-!
-!
-!
-!
-!
-!
-!

Tim Corbley! ! ! !
Tony Ciorra! ! ! !
Julie Devine! ! ! !
Miki Feldman!! ! !
Michael Ruane! ! !
Damian Colicchio! !
Claudia Bruno! ! !
Jamie Bono
Jean-Pierre Jaccius
Andrew Sioleti! ! !

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!

!

!
!
07!
24!
30!
! !
! !

!
!
-!
-!
-!
!
!

December! !

!
!

!

November

07!-!
08!-!
12!-!
14!-!
16!-!
29!-!
30!-!

Judith Schotka!
Virgene Nolan
Gene Napier
Bob Surowiec!
Tom Wilhelm
Madeleine Graells
Donald Patience

January

!

!

!

!

!

!

Michael Cronin! !
Gerard Steffener!!
Peter Francis!! !
! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! !

!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!

09!-!
15!-!
22!-!
24!-!
29!-!

Eileen Theys
Joe McGlynn
George Hazler
Alex Ibarra
Diane Conforti

Happy Anniversary!
!

!

!
Tom Wilhelm - October 6, 1973
Patricia & Michael Ruane - October 7, 1972
Ellen & Gene Napier - October 9, 1965
Moonyean & Donald Patience - October 13, 1973
Judith & John Schotka - October 13, 1956
Betty & Bill Reuter - October 19, 1968
Rory Murphy - December 16, 1988
Elaine & Dominic Basile - December 18, 1965
Andrew Sioleti - December 26
Julie & Tom Devine - December 27,1969
Selma & Neil Flood - January 24, 1959
Mary & Skip Buckman - January 28, 1967

!

11

Remembrances
A weekly homily by John O’Neill
reflecting on the Sunday readings
and applying them to our
Voluntas Dei spirituality can be
found on the international
website at
www.voluntasdei.org

Tom Furlong
Malachy Higgiston
Augustine Katady
Raymond Lefebvre
George Pereirra
Eleanor Suroweic

Visit our website at voluntasdeiusa.org

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF
VOWED/COMMITTED MEMBERS
Our statutes require that by virtue of our
vow of poverty that all vowed members
contribute 7-10% and committed
members 2% of their net income.
Aspirants and Probationers participate in
the financial support of the Institute
according to their means.
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All contributions should be sent directly
to the Chair of the District Finance
Committee: Mr. Paul Lang, 26 Settler
Court, Tinton Falls, NJ 07753.
If any member is unable to contribute
according to our statutes, they should
communicate this directly to Tony Ciorra.
He is the only one that will receive this
information and it will be received with
compassion and kept strictly confidential.
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