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T
Dear Voluntas Community:
In Real Estate they say it is all about “Location, Location, Location!” For
the USA District of Voluntas Dei, I would like to dedicate and focus this year on
“Vocations, Vocations, and Vocations.” This is the theme of this issue of
“Togetherness.”
We have been given a special grace, the gift of consecrated life through a
Secular Institute. Recent popes have spoken glowingly about the newness of our
vocation. Pope Paul VI called us “Spiritual Pioneers” and Pope Francis recently
said that we are “the newest vocation in the Catholic Church.” How can we share
with others what God has given to us?
We have an excellent and very dedicated Formation Team and also a
Vocations Committee. They are doing a wonderful job of raising our awareness about
the importance of recruitment to the Institute. However, this should be the work and
concern of each and every one of us.
There are a few things that we have done recently to promote vocations to
Voluntas Dei. Our recently redesigned website attracts several hundred hits every
month. The new brochure created by our Vocations Committee is attractive and
inviting. 1n 2015, members went to 15 parishes (Brooklyn, New Jersey,
Massachusetts, New York, and Florida) where they preached and distributed
brochures about the Institute and our mission in Ethiopia.
Having said this, the best way is invite others on a personal basis to “Come
and See.” I ask each of you to try to invite at least one couple or single person to a
team meeting or national gathering this year where they can get to know us, be
introduced to our Formation Team and be invited to be a part of our Voluntas
Family.
I pray for all of you each day with gratitude for the vocation that we share
together. Please pray for me and ask the Lord of the Harvest to continue to bless us
with new life.
Fraternally,
Tony

Save the Dates!
2016 Plenary Gathering
March 4-5, 2016 Theme: “Pope Francis and the Jubilee Year of Mercy” Speaker: Fr.
Crosby

Michael

2016 August Retreat
August 2-4, 2016 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA

2016 August Congress
August 4-6, 2016 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA
Theme: “Discipleship and Evangelization” Speaker: Fr. Anthony Gittins

Sector Recollection Days
November 5, 2016 - Same date for Sectors A & B in two different locations. More info will
follow.

2016
May the New Year lead us deeper into
~ what matters most
~ what moves us to wonder and love
~ epiphanies of unutterable beauty
~ the Christ who brings us his bliss
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Council Notes
NOVEMBER 18, 2015
The Council met on November 18, 2015-4:00-6:00PM
The following items were discussed:
1. Review of the March Plenary Gathering and the August Retreat and Congress
The March schedule and speaker (Fr. Michael Crosby) were finalized. Fr. Anthony Gittins
is the speaker for the August Congress and the schedule is in process. Retreat Director and
Schedule: Formation Team is working on this.
2. The Council began a discussion and review of the Strategic Objectives voted on at the 2014
Assembly. We covered half of the objectives at this meeting and will do the remainder of the
objectives at the February meeting. The following objectives were reviewed at this meeting:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Team Mission
Public Awareness Raised
Building Voluntas Dei
Building Inclusivity
Clear Understanding of the Formation Process.
USA District to Improve Communication

Tony and the Council will give a mid-term report at the 2016 Congress. The final report will given
in Tony’s Report to the 2018 USA Assembly.
3. There was a brief review of candidates in formation. Jamie will follow through with the
Formation Team.
4. The Council reflected on the November Recollection Days
•
•
•

The Colorado Retreat weekend was cancelled. Only a few expressed interest.
The New York and New Jersey Recollection Days both went well. New York had 25-30
people, including 3 new people; New Jersey had 15 participants with 1 new person.
It is recommended that the Sector Days in November take place on the same day in two
different locations. The date will be November 5, 2016.

5. Visitation: The Council reviewed a tentative schedule for visits by council, sector facilitators, and
director to some of the teams or members who are at a distance.

6. Jamie gave formation updates and upcoming events. Most of this had to do with our seminarians, how
they are doing, tentative ordination time lines etc. We also reviewed reports from Frank Berna on the
progress of our seminarians.
7. Terfa Dinka visited with Tony and the Central Park Team. He was in the USA as part of the delegation
that came from Ethiopia for the pope’s visit to Philadelphia. Terfa gave updates on our members who
continue their wonderful work for the poor in Addis Ababa.
8. Rory Murphy and the Vocations Committee are working on translating our new brochure in Spanish.
They also have uploaded a page on the website in Spanish. This is a work in progress.
9. The next Council meeting is scheduled for February 3. All committee chairs and those working on
special projects were invited to send any agenda items or questions/concerns that they might have to be
placed on the agenda.

Indispensable Efforts
My objective is to love my neighbor. I should not miss the first principle: “absence of criticism.”
To love is to avoid criticism,
-

It is therefore to accept others as they are,

-

It is to hold them in my thoughts,

-

It is to strive to think well of them,

-

It is to respect them,

-

It is to admire them on certain points,

-

It is even to wish to imitate them,

-

It is to treat them as I wish to be treated myself,

-

It is to anticipate their wishes,

-

It is to welcome them at home,

-

It is to live a dialogue where there is sharing, harmony and peace.

All of these presuppose some effort. Firstly, each one must impose on himself or herself a discipline, each ought
to develop a sustained attention toward others, a remarkable degree of patience.
We must place among our priorities the friendship others expect of us. It’s up to us!
(It Is Possible to Get along with Others!...)Louis-Marie Parent

Vocations, Vocations, Vocations!
The Vocations Committee: Rory Murphy,
James Burns, Leo Patalinghug, and Mark
Dilone, have been very active over the past
twelve months. We started off with a bang,
producing an IVD brochure from scratch,
directed at (a) being a ‘public relations’ tool for
Secular Institutes and IVD in particular, (b)
supporting our preachers in various parishes up
and down the East coast in the summer, and (c)
attracting vocations through sharing our
charism, spirituality and outreach. The team set
about producing a unique and colorful brochure
with a target date of early summer 2015.
Blessed with various useful talents and cutting
edge technology for design, graphics, layout
etc.; our brochure was ready and distributed by
the end of May. It was soon safely in the hands
of our preachers and supporting volunteers for
their summer assignments. Feedback was
VERY positive. At our Congress in Paoli in
August, the glossy brochure was rolled out for
the greater IVD group and copies were also
made available for team meetings and other
occasions.
Soon as part of our outreach, we were
considering a similar brochure: this time in
Spanish. We contacted our Spanish speaking
team leaders and shared details of our
foundation brochure upon which to build by:
translating, designing and inculturating as
needed; along with any production support
required. This latest brochure will express the
IVD charism to a whole new audience.
Other current Committee activities are
staying in touch with our seminarians: Mark in
Collegeville USA and our Ethiopian brothers
Getahun and Samuel in Kenya. Our
seminarians need our emotional/spiritual
support on the long journey to ordination.

Anyone interested in contacting them may do
so through e-mailing: Mark Dilone:
Markdilone@gmail.com; and Getahun
Gebreil: Getahungebreil@gmail.com and
Samuel Terfa: smterfa@gmail.com.
Fr.
Daniel Le Blanc, one of our affiliates, visited
the seminarians in Nairobi and told us that they
would love to hear from our members.
The Committee is also creating a plan
for cultivating young vocations, especially
young couples. Some thoughts, considerations
and feedback received to date are: the need to
be current - young vocations are not from the
1970’s or 1980’s … they are millenials. Many
face vocational decisions, e.g., career, getting
married and starting a family etc. and desire
insights and help in discerning these in light of
their faith. They want something relevant for
themselves across the life span - guidance, not
directives. One person put it like this: less rules
and more relationship. Some mentioned
looking for the kind of community experience
they had in college. The need would be for us
to think small, intimate, inviting, reflective and
informative. In speaking to a few young
couples, they said that they were looking for a
small community to share their faith. They seek
something that helps them live the counterculture call of the church with words and with
deeds; a community that understands, respects
and supports their need for flexibility. They are
drawn to a church of contemplation in action
and that helps with reflective
discernment. Some individuals named their
appreciation of the profoundness and simplicity
of the IVD spirituality. They felt drawn to what
it represents and want to know more of how to
live it out. Please continue to keep us in your
prayers.

The Mailman
A few weeks ago at the
Westchester County Jail where I have
ministered to incarcerated persons for
eighteen years, a sergeant noticed I was
wearing a
blue
sweater
and he said
to me that it
reminded
him of the
type of
sweater a
mailman
wore. I
immediately
remembered
for some reason, what Fr. Parent told
some of us years ago when we visited
him in Trois Rivieres--that he (Fr. Parent)
was "the mailman who delivered God's
Love Letters (the Word of God) to
people who he journeyed with in this
life." Isn't that what all of us as Voluntas
are called to do--bring the Gospel, the
Word of God, to everyone we meet? We
are the "mailmen and women" delivering
God's love and life to others in whatever
capacity we are called to serve.
Each of our vocations are
prompted by the Spirit of God and more
than likely we were probably inspired
and encouraged by someone who we
met along the way and who was already
living out his or her calling. I am sure
you can name one or a few people who
were an inspiration in your vocation.
There were some people in my life who
encouraged me in my vocation to
constantly respond to what God was

"nudging" me to do. I did not discern
God's will for me by myself,--others and
life circumstances showed God's action
in my life and helped me to make
decisions. This is not static and still
continues to this day. The sacred
Scriptures, reveal this aspect, in that
beautiful and familiar passage of the
calling of Samuel, who at first is not
aware that it is God calling out to him.
Eli, the wise and experienced one in the
ways of God, is able to instruct Samuel
to respond to God's calling. As Voluntas
and as Christians we are encouraged to
be messengers to others who we
discern may have promptings by the
Holy Spirit to walk more closely in the
ways of the Lord, through secular
consecration, religious life and/or
priesthood. Any and all vocations are
specifically directed to each person who
God chooses, calling each by name, ie.
"Samuel....Samuel" and like Eli we must
aid in helping that person respond:
"Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening." Eli had the wisdom and
Samuel needed the encouragement to
respond!
Is there someone who has come
across your path in life that you may
think might have a calling to follow the
Lord more closely and who may need
your encouragement to make that step
to respond to God's promptings? If so
invite that person to "come and see."
By delivering that invitation you
also will be a mailman/woman working
to build up the reign of God in our midst!
Paul Tolve, I.V. Dei

“God writes straight on crooked lines”
I am constantly reminded of that old, but very
poignant saying, “If you want to give God a good laugh,
tell Him your plans.” I can honestly say that this is so
very true in my journey to priesthood! When I was 21
years old I was ready and prepared to enter seminary and
begin my formation to the priesthood and fulfill a lifelong
dream I had since I was very young. Well, now at 44, and
rapidly approaching 45 and certainly not so young
anymore, my life took a very different path to get to
where I am today. God’s plans are not our plans and
sometimes it has been hard to discern God’s will, but here
I am at the threshold of fulfilling my lifelong dream and I
cannot tell you how excited I am to be alive and how
ready I am to become a priest of Jesus Christ in the
Voluntas Dei Institute.
I am a Miami native born to Cuban parents that
came in the first wave of exiles from the island fleeing the
Communist Castro regime. I am the middle child of Aldo
and Maria del Rosario Peregil Ibarra (both deceased). I
have an older brother, Aldo Jr,, and younger brother,
Anthony, both married with children living in the State of
Florida. I am what you would consider a cradle Catholic,
Catholic since the day I was born. At a very early age, I
was most intrigued by the church and especially by the
priest, and always wanted to know more about what a
priest did. I remember after I took my First Communion
that I was invited to be an Altar Server and I was ecstatic.
I wanted to be on the altar and I loved serving mass,
especially Midnight Mass and the Easter Vigil, I loved the
pageantry of it all. I loved the smells and bells as is often
stated. Of course at the time I had no idea what went into
becoming a priest, I had no idea of the many years it
would take to prepare; all I knew is that that is what I
wanted to do. Now as I stated earlier, the road to the
priesthood has been long and winding, but that was God’s
will for me, and it has made all the difference.
While in High School, I became involved in a
discernment group sponsored by the Archdiocese of
Miami and attended several Vocation Awareness
Weekends at St. John Vianney College Seminary. I was
ready to commit to the seminary right after High School,
but as I said before, God had other plans, as so often He
has had for me throughout my life. After a long battle
with cancer, my mother passed away at age 47 a month
and a half after I graduated High School. I had no other
choice but to discern what God was asking of me at that
time and I felt that God was calling me to put on hold my
desire to enter the seminary and stay home, find a job and
help my father, my siblings, my little brother who was 8 at
the time, and my elderly grandparents. It would take three
years for me to finally enter the seminary for the
Archdiocese of Miami.

I entered St. John Vianney College Seminary in
August of 1991 and graduated in 1994 with a BA in
Philosophy. Following my three years there I entered St.
Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary in Boynton Beach,
Florida in August of 1994 and graduated in 1998 with a
MA in Theology. My time at St. Vincent was some of the
best years of my life. The seminarians that were there
along with the faculty made our formation challenging but
fun, if you can understand seminary formation not as an
oxymoron, but as true authentic spiritual, human, and
academic formation for the priest of the future. Around
this time the Church was contemplating adding a pastoral
year to formation and
our class was to be the
first group of
seminarians at St.
Vincent to be assigned
for a full year in a
parish. With my luck,
I was assigned to St.
Mary Star of the Sea
in Key West, Florida.
Paradise to many, I
have to say that it was
not for me. I meet
some wonderful
people that are still
very dear to me, but
my rectory living was
less than favorable. No
need to get into all the details except that I was transferred
mid-year to two parishes in Broward County, St. Luke’s
and St. Vincent’s along with a teaching assignment at St.
Thomas Aquinas High School. Little did I know that this
teaching assignment would later become my future
ministry in a very short amount of time. I returned to the
seminary for my fourth year and completed my MA in
Theology along with a pastoral assignment that the
formation team deemed necessary due to my rather
haphazard pastoral year. I was the only one in class to
have to do this. I was not happy, but in God’s plan I was
able to work with the Diocese of Palm Beach community
of Genesis Daybreak, a sister community to the
community of L’Arche Daybreak in Canada, founded by
Jean Vanier. I was assigned to work with adult men and
women of different intellectual disabilities and capacities.
I cannot tell you enough about what a blessing it was to
work with that community for that year. At first I was
most apprehensive, but the residents of those two houses
made me change my whole outlook on persons with
disabilities, their genuineness and loving authenticity
taught me to be sensitive to those that society often
marginalizes because they don’t seemingly fit the norm.
Still to this day I am forever marked by my time with
them, I hope never to forget what they taught me.

It was a tough year though, both personally and
emotionally, and I felt that I was burnt out. I needed to
take a break and this was one very tough discernment
turning point because I was to be ordained a Deacon that
May, and I asked the Archbishop of Miami take time off.
He was not pleased, he told me to take five years and then
come back. Those five years came and went and I was
never accepted back to the Archdiocese. That was a very
difficult realization for me, but once again God’s plan is
not my plan.
As I stated earlier, I had a teaching assignment at
a local High School and this would now become my
ministry. After asking for a period away from the
seminary, I began to teach High School in September of
1998 and except for two years I have been teaching ever
since. I love what I do, but deep down inside I have
always felt that God has been calling me to more, and I
have never stopped discerning my vocation to the
priesthood, In 2007 after returning from the Diocese of
Venice and Christ the King Seminary in East Aurora, New
York, I returned to Columbus High School to once again
minister to High School students.
In September of 2007, Fr. Julian Gonzalez asked
me if I was still considering the priesthood in my life and
he invited me to come and see the Institute that he

belonged to, Voluntas Dei. I was going to be in New York
for a retreat of Marist Educators and had the pleasure of
meeting Fr. Tony Ciorra at Fordham University and
shared with him my story and my desire to serve God as a
priest and he too invited me to come and see Voluntas Dei
and see if the Institute was a possibility for me. I began
meeting with the Gold Coast team in Ft. Lauderdale and
in March of 2008 I attended my first National Meeting in
Newark. Since then, I never looked back. I trusted in
God and his providential guidance that lead me to become
a part of this great family and have never looked back.
My vocation to the priesthood has grown, matured and
been ever so encouraged by all our sisters and brothers,
who have not only welcomed me but welcomed me as
one of their own family members. I feel at home in
Voluntas Dei and look forward to serving fully as a priest
within the Institute. So now, as I am approaching the
final stages of priestly formation, I am first and foremost
grateful to God for bringing me to this point in my life
and am excited and truly humbled to be called. I hope
and pray with God’s help and your love and support to be
a good and holy priest. Be assured of my prayers for you
and your families. I thank you for your time.
God Bless You Abundantly,
Alex

Fr. Parent and members of the Jersey Lakes Team in January of 2001 in Trois-Rivieres, Quebec

News from Trinidad . . .
We have just returned from Trinidad and had a wonderful meeting with
West Moorings by the Sea Team. What a blessing for Skip and I. They have
composed a prayer to Open the meetings and the sharing and openness and
discussion that takes place is wonderful.
We joined with a group to go thru the Holy
doors in the Cathedral in Port of Spain.
Selma Flood had restored some of the
statues which are in the cathedral, how
special is that. After the privilege of going
through the Holy Doors we went on to the
home of Jaime and Madeline Graells for our
meeting. We opened with a beautiful prayer
written by the Floods and then a lively
discussion took place on the absence of
criticism by Fr Leo. Then the social part of
the meeting began We had a great sharing
of food a loving FaceTime call to Betty and
Bill Reuter and then great music and sing
along by Jaime. We have a great time in
Trinidad. The members now are Jaime and
Madeline, Selma and Neil, Donald and
Moonyean, Bernard and Marina, Gillian, Maria and Maureen. They are a gift to Skip
and I from God. We will be meeting with them again in February, this time in Tobago
and we can't wait. Thank you God!

Mary & Skip Buckman
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Some pictures from Getahun Gebreil, one of our
seminarians. He had his Pastoral Ministry
training in one of the local communities in the
Diocese of Gonge, about 250 kilometers from
Nairobi. It is a shepherd’s or pastoral way of
life.
Keep Getahun and Samuel in your prayers as
they continue their journey to the priesthood.
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and Ethiopia

February
05
07
11
16
17
20
29

-

Sebastian Springbob
Marty Theys
Ruth Surak
Tim Sullivan
Bill McKeone
Kay McGlynn
John Campoli

March
02
10
15
23
28
30

-

May

April
01
03
05
10
10
19
20
24
29

-

Paul Tolve
Steve Rossi
Tom Devine
Angelus Croce
John Szamreta
Bob Boris
Mary Mosquera
Carol Livingston
Christian Matuschek

Paul Lang
Ed Pirela
Anthony Bruno
Jim Musumeci
Dom Basile
Patricia Ruane

01
16
16
22
23
26
27
28
31

-

Frank Berna
Ernie Chaplin
Leo Patalinghug
Mark Dilone
Skip Buckman
Ron Galt
James Burns
Greg Kremer, Rory Murphy
John Schotka, Benjamin Chinnappan

Happy Anniversary!
Tim Sullivan - February 3, 1990
Angelus Croce - March 1, 1958
Eileen & Marty Theys - March 8, 1975
Damian Colicchio - March 24, 1962
Jean Pierre Jaccius - March 25, 2001
John Campoli - April 4, 1970
Jim Musumeci - May 1, 1976
Christian Matuschek - May 10, 2008
Lenin Delgado - May 11, 1991
Paul Kang - May 12, 1991
Mariann & Steve Rossi - May 15, 1971
Bill McKeone - May 20, 1972
George Hazler - May 20, 1967
Joel Livingston - May 21, 1994
Frank Berna -a May 24, 1980
Jamie Bono - May 24, 2003
Julian Gonzalez - May 25, 1984
Benjamin Chinnappan - May 26, 1988
Anthony Ciorra - May 26, 1973
Anthony DiPalma - May 26, 1973
James Burns - May 29, 2003
Timothy Corbley - May 29, 1992
Michael Seis - May 29, 1993

Remembrances
Tom Furlong
Malachy Higgiston
Augustine Katady
Raymond Lefebvre
George Pereirra
Eleanor Suroweic

A weekly homily by John O’Neill
reflecting on the Sunday readings
and applying them to our
Voluntas Dei spirituality can be
found on the international
website at
www.voluntasdei.org

Visit our website at voluntasdeiusa.org

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF
VOWED/COMMITTED MEMBERS
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Our statutes require that by virtue of our
vow of poverty that all vowed members
contribute 7-10% and committed
members 2% of their net income.
Aspirants and Probationers participate in
the financial support of the Institute
according to their means.
All contributions should be sent directly
to the Chair of the District Finance
Committee: Mr. Paul Lang, 26 Settler
Court, Tinton Falls, NJ 07753.
If any member is unable to contribute
according to our statutes, they should
communicate this directly to Tony Ciorra.
He is the only one that will receive this
information and it will be received with
compassion and kept strictly confidential.

