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“BE IT DONE UNTO ME ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD” (Luke 1: 38)
Greetings from the Director
Dear Voluntas family,
During the Easter season we heard the powerful readings from the Acts of the Apostles that tell
the story of the early Christian communities and the spread of the gospel throughout the world. The
United States members of the Voluntas Dei family continue in that legacy as we create our own
stories as we live our spirituality in the world.
I don’t know if we all realize how much good is being done by our members in the service of
God and the Church. I am fortunate because I hear the stories and sometimes even experience them
first hand. Allow me to share several examples about our members. They will remain nameless
because in many ways they are symbols for what so many of you do everyday. In fact, I am sure that
there are so many other stories about our members that I haven’t heard yet. Here are the stories I
want to share with you now.
An observer who is considering membership in our Institute told us at a team meeting about
the wonderful hospital chaplain who took care of his dying father. The chaplain was with the family
for many hours and even went to the wake. At some point, the observer discovered that the chaplain
was one of our priests. This helped him to decide to join us. Another example is about a visit I made
to one of our members who serves as a prison chaplain. As I walked through the prison, I was
amazed at how he knew everyone’s name and how happy people were to see him. I recently had the
opportunity to be present at a Mass celebrated in a nursing home where another member serves. He
celebrated the liturgy with joy and treated the elderly with such dignity and respect. The staff told
me how much they appreciate and love him.
I have seen the same spirit in visiting parishes, nursing homes, and schools and other places
where our priests and lay members minister. I have often heard about the wonderful preaching,
teaching, counseling, lay ministries and volunteering done by our members.
I had the opportunity to give the retreat for those men who were recently ordained deacons for
the Trenton diocese. Paul Lang was one of the men on the retreat. I was very moved to see how
respected and loved he is among his classmates. He does us proud in the Trenton diocese. Fr.
Dunstan and I were able to participate in his Mass of Thanksgiving. It was a joy to see him on the
altar and to listen to his excellent preaching. We congratulate and thank Paul and Eileen for the
blessing they are for all of us.
I am always grateful for the goodness and dedication of our council members. They spend countless
hours at our Skype council meetings. Each of them is so generous in giving their time for the many tasks that
have to be done for our District. I feel so blessed to be able to work with them and could not do it without
them. I am also amazed by all of the work that is done by our various committees. You bring life, energy, and

hope to our Institute. I would also acknowledge
Andrew Sioletti’s dedication to the work of the
Central Council. He goes to Canada several times
each year for meetings that last two or three days each
time. He recently came back from the Dominican
Republic where he accompanied Fr. Dunstan for two
weeks to assist with translations. Like so many of
you, he gives of his time so generously for the good
of the Institute.

PLEASE NOTE CORRECT
ADDRESS FOR THE
CENTRAL HOUSE
The address listed in our
directory for the Central House
is not correct. Please note the
correct address:

The list goes on and on. The members of
Voluntas USA continue to make new stories happen as
we continue to live out the vision of the Gospel. I
thank each and every one of you for giving witness as
Voluntas Dei in all the good that you do for others.
You have my respect, admiration, and gratitude. In the
words of St. Paul, “ I give thanks to my God at every
remembrance of you, praying always with joy in my
every prayer for all of you, because of the partnership
for the gospel from the very first day until
now.” (Philippians 1:3-4)

Institut Voluntas Dei
7385 Boulevard PArent
Trois-Rivieres, Quebec,
Canada G9A 5E1

Love and Blessings,
Tony

Save the Dates!
Visitation Sector 2012 & 2013
Friday and Saturday, March 8 & 9, 2013. Location to be determined.

Annual Retreat and Congress 2012
Annual Retreat will be held July 31-August 2, 2012 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA.
Retreat Director: Fr. Jim Halley
Annual Congress will be held August 2-4, 2012 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA.
Registration form for Retreat & Congress can be found at the end of this newsletter.

Annunciation Sector 2013
Friday and Saturday, March 1 & 2, 2013 at Dolce Conference Center, Norwalk, CT.
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Council Notes
The following are notes from the February 23, March 28, and April 30 Council Meetings.
1. Upon reviewing the recommendations of the formation team, the council accepted the following
candidates:
Affiliates
Robert King
Janice Duggan

First Commitments
Gene and Ellen Napier
Betty and Bill Reuter

Aspirancy
Daniel Buckley and Patricia Buckley
Sebastian Springob

Stability
Carol and Joel Livingston
Transfers from Religious Communities
Abraham Chiu
Francis Berna
Raymond Lefebvre

Probation
Thomas Wilhelm
John Anderson
Robin and Michael Crocker

2. Safe Environment Program for USA Voluntas Dei: Anthony DiPalma together with James Burns and
Paul Lang presented the final version of our Safe Environment policies to comply with the Dallas
Charter. These have been reviewed both by a canon lawyer and a civil lawyer. The plan and policies
will be presented to the entire membership at the August Congress.
3. Insurance: Paul Lang presented his proposals for the purchase of insurance of our safe environment
protection. The Council thanked Paul and have accepted his recommendations.
4. Tax Exemption status: Paul Lang completed the necessary paper work and applications. We are happy
to announce that we are now a tax-exempt organization and will be listed as such. Again, thank you to
Paul for all of his work.
5. The website is currently under review and revision. Greg Kremer and Julian Gonzalez are coordinating
this project. They have polled the membership for suggestions.
6. Fr. Dunstan will do his canonical visitation to the United States in 2012-2013. He will come to the
August Retreat and Congress in 2012 and the Annunciation and Visitation sector meetings in 2013.
7. The Council reviewed and reflected on the feedback from the Visitation sector meeting held in
Colorado.
8. The formation team for the Visitation sector was reconfigured. The team is Jim Halley, Rory Murphy,
and Julian Gonzalez. Gene and Ellen Napier will be the contact couple for the Colorado members.
9. The Council finalized the schedule for August 2012:
July 30: The Council will have a recollection day with Fr. Dunstan. This will be a day of prayer and
reflection. Review of the strategic plan and the beginning of the canonical visit with Fr. Dunstan will
be part of the schedule.
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Retreat will begin on Tuesday, July 31, at 12:15 p.m. with lunch and end on Thursday, August 2, at
10:30 a.m. Jim Halley will be the Retreat Master.
The Congress will begin on Thursday, August 2, at 12:15 p.m. with lunch and end on Saturday,
August 4, after 9:45 a.m. Mass. A full Retreat and Congress schedule will be emailed separately.
10. John Anderson will coordinate liturgy; Marty and Eileen Theys will coordinate hospitality
11. The following meetings have been scheduled with the Council and Fr. Dunstan on Thursday, August 2:
10:30-11:00AM- Finance, Paul Lang
11:00AM-11:30AM-Missions, James Burns and Jan Duggan
11:30-12:00 PM- Sector facilitators: Bill Konicki and Jim Halley
12. The council reviewed and approved the financial report as presented by Paul Lang.
13. The following members have been asked to receive (or deepen) training for formation ministry (e.g.,
spiritual direction or spirituality programs, CPE, Formation Conferences etc.): Greg Kremer, Tom
Wilhelm and Rory Murphy. They have accepted this invitation. There are also several other people who
will be asked at another time.
14. Team Lessons: Greg will ask members to do formation lessons. The hope is that there will be enough
willing to do this so that the lessons for 2012-2013 will be ready for the August Congress.

If any member has an item he/she would like placed on the agenda, please let Tony Ciorra know.

If you’re interested in
helping plan the liturgies in
Paoli this summer,
please email John Anderson:
ja nd e r s o n 2 1 2 @ m a c . c o m
The Liturgy Team will begin meeting
via phone and web in June in
preparation of our time together.
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Focus. . .

church; it opened our eyes to what it meant to be a
Sacramental Couple. We began working in Marriage
Preparation Classes, giving weekends and evening
classes. We became interested in the Lay Mission
Helper Program in LA and went to class for nine
months to work overseas for three years. But God had
other plans! At the end of our training we found out
Ellen was pregnant after 12 years of marriage. We
ended up doing our mission work in Long Beach.
During the following years Ellen started
teaching at our parish school. I did a lot of AIDS
Hospice work and started helping the Sisters of Mother
Teresa, feeding the homeless each week in LA. It was
during one of those Sundays that someone asked me if
I ever thought about becoming a deacon. Many years
passed by before I was open to the Spirit once again
and made the call to the formation office. Our kids
were grown. Ellen and I moved to a townhouse. We
were open to the next step in our faith. Twelve years
ago we were called to enter the class that would be
ordained in June 2004. To us it was just our next step
in our journey. If God called us we were ready with
our "Yes." Those four years of classes are something
we will never forget. They really gave us a better
understanding of our faith and how we need to hold on
to that faith to get us through life.
It was right after ordination that we met Father
Jim. He had been ordained a priest just the week
before I became a deacon. I work part time at a
mortuary, both in black suit and as a deacon. Father
Jim asked if we would like to meet with him and a few
other people to get something going in the West. We
missed the sharing of our diaconate classes, so this
sounded like something we needed. That was our
introduction to Voluntas Dei. We look forward to our
meetings, which we sometimes have in our home. The
meetings give us a source of support and strength as
over the last two years our faith has been tested many
times. A close friend of mine took his life early one
morning and I was named to take care of his affairs as
his family lived overseas. God was testing me to see
how I would handle things, as just a few weeks later
our son-in -law was found dead by our daughter and
her three young children. He had had a heart attack.
Now we are trying to be of help to our other daughter
as she fights breast cancer.

Roger & Mary Ellen Faubert

"Come
Holy Spirit.
fill the
hearts of
your
faithful and
kindle in
them the
fire of your
love."

Looking back, we can see how the Holy Spirit
has worked in our lives. Both of us come from a small
New England town. We only lived a few houses apart.
We went to school together, but on Sunday we went to
different churches. Ellen walked across the parking lot
to the Catholic Church, while I went up the street to
the Baptist church. While we were dating in high
school and afterwards, I would go to her church, but
she was not allowed to go to mine. While in the
service, I hung around with some Catholic men and we
became longtime friends. It was in 1963 that I met
with the priest at Ellen's parish and was welcomed into
the church very early in the morning with only Ellen
and her parents, my Godparents, present. Some of my
family members were not happy about my becoming a
Catholic, but most were present when we married in
the same church two years later.
We were living in Connecticut when Ellen's
mother passed away. I felt a calling to move west. In
April of 1969 I came to Long Beach, California, to
look for a job. Ellen followed in June after finishing
her teaching job. Not long after we saw a notice in our
church bulletin asking for adoptive parents, and within
nine months we brought home our first child, a
daughter. Three years later we adopted a son.
Just before our ninth wedding anniversary we went on
a weekend called Marriage Encounter. That one
weekend changed our lives! We had been Sunday
Catholics, Mass only. We started doing more for the

Yes, come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your
faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Blessings,
Roger & Mary Ellen
Southbay/Long Beach Team
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misdeeds. The news clips that come up when we

Reflections. . .

sign in to check our email always highlight the
misfortunes of our country’s government not to

If You Don’t Have Anything Nice to Say…

mention the inappropriate behavior of local

By Robin Crocker

officials. Even closer to home, how often do the
conversations around the “water cooler” at work,

Recently I was out shopping for a t-shirt

with our neighbors, or Facebook “friends” build

for my son’s birthday, and as I looked at the

people up, or do they tear people down? It’s a

display there was one that immediately caught my

never ending barrage of negativity and ugliness.

eye. On the shirt was a big smiley face with a

With Voluntas Dei, one of our values that

large piece of duct tape across its mouth. Across

we take very seriously is “Absence of Criticism.”

the top it said “If you don’t have anything nice to

There is a reason. Criticism hurts. Even

say…” How many

“constructive criticism” always seems to leave one

times did I hear that

feeling less than ideal. Criticism either in the form

statement from my

of gossip or when in someone’s presence never

parents as I was

accomplishes what it is meant to accomplish. It

growing up, with the

causes deep pain, disrupts friendships, ruins

ending to that

careers, and tears apart families and church

statement being

communities. How aware are we of the ways that

“don’t say anything

criticism sneaks into our conversations without

at all?” I remember them saying it and the struggle

our even realizing it? Will what we feel we “must

I went through to keep from saying what I wanted

say” build people up or tear them down? Do we

to say to my younger sister or what I felt I had to

really think we will make things better or will it just

say about the kids in my class or the strange

make ourselves feel better? What are the real

neighbor lady down the street. I wasn’t always

motives of our conversations? Will the people we

successful at keeping quiet, especially when it had

talk about know that we see them as a child of

to do with my sister, and the fights that would

God by what we say to them and about them?

ensue would soon tell me I should have listened to

These are questions that we must honestly ask

my parent’s wise advice.

ourselves. And sometimes we might not like the

It was so much easier when I was a kid

answers.

when my parents gave reminders as to what was

So as I looked at the t-shirt with the smiley

right and wrong and I had friends that forgave

face on it and remembered the many times I heard,

easily. Now as an adult my actions and my words

“If you don’t have anything nice to say…” my gaze

can have much more serious consequences.

shifted to the words at the bottom. It said, “Do

Today’s culture is one of constantly

you really love me? Do you want to be happy?

looking for the next piece of big news and juicy

Then stop saying cruel things and quit telling lies.”

gossip. All one has to do is look at the magazine

1 Peter 3:10. Definitely words to live, and love, by.

stands in the grocery store checkout line and you
will see headlines of celebrity mishaps and
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News from the Bay
State Team

EMAIL COMMUNICATION TO
THE DISTRICT

Our team, serving members from
Massachusetts, upstate New York, and Rhode
Island, has been meeting the first Monday of each
month in Hopedale, MA. We even had several
meetings Skyping over the Internet with one
couple visiting family in San Francisco for the
winter. Skype worked well enough for the
meetings of the team, although dinner fellowship
doesn’t work well in the new media!

Email communications to the entire District
will be limited to special announcements
from the Director, requests for prayers for the
sick, and death announcements.
This is to avoid over-saturating members
with emails
Any other email communication should be
done on member's private or personal email
distribution list.

We’ve tried to make the team a welcoming
place where newcomers can explore Voluntas Dei
as a faith community and understand what
membership entails. Adam & Terri Ozaniak joined
as observers in January. Two of our couples – Pam
and Ernie Chaplin, and Olga and Ed Pirela – have
entered Probation, while Patricia & Michael
Ruane have entered Aspirancy.

News from our members. . .
!

!
Back to the roots! After fruitful four years
in Warstein, Germany, I am soon (July 2nd)
going to be transferred to a new parish cluster in
Bielefeld, Germany.
!
The assigned three parishes will be new to
me, but the city actually is my home town. My
assignment will be divided between regular parish
ministry and ministry to the youth for the whole
city of Bielefeld.
!
This second half will form quite a
challenge but the transfer as such is providing me
also with the unique chance to "re-invent" myself
as a priest and a man age 44.
As much as I feel the pain, leaving Warstein and
its people behind, I am happy and excited to
venture out and to explore further wherever Christ
has his rights.
!
It surely will take a while to get settled
though. So I won't be able to take part in the
August conference and retreat. Please keep me
in your thoughts and prayers as I'll keep you.
!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

Our monthly meetings begin with a shared
pot-luck dinner, followed by discussions that have
explored the Aspirancy and Probation guides, and
the Voluntas Dei Constitution. We also decided to
work on the theme of Unity and Diversity by
reading and discussing a series of three books:
Vatican II in Plain English by Bill Huebsch. We’re
just completing the first book, The Council, which
explains the context, politics and outcomes of
Vatican II. It has been particularly interesting to
consider the events of Vatican II as the milieu in
which Voluntas Dei gained its formal approvals
and constitutions. Next we will be discussing the
second book, The Consititutions. We look
forward to seeing everyone in Paoli in August!

Ever,
Christian
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The USA Voluntas Dei District congratulates Paul and Eileen Lang on Paul's ordination to the diaconate. Paul
was ordained on May 12, 2012 at St. Mary of the Assumption Cathedral in Trenton, New Jersey. Fr. John Campoli
and the Jersey Shore Team were present for the Mass. The Trenton Diocesan newspaper, "The Monitor" printed
Paul's reflections on why he became a deacon. Here is what he said: "Along with God seeking and calling, starting
me on the journey toward the diaconate, constantly probing my heart and mind, during a journey of almost 14
years, it was my father, a permanent deacon, whose life exemplified being in relationship with God and
assimilating it into family, Church, work, and community that inspired me to discern and answer the call to the
diaconate." Paul’s father was ordained on the same date, May 12, 1984. He passed away in 1990.
Paul’s Mass of Thanksgiving was held on May 20 at his home parish, The Church of the Nativity, in Fair Haven,
NJ. Paul and Eileen had the great joy of our Director General, Fr. James Dunstan, USA District Director, Fr.
Anthony Ciorra, and Deacon Joel Livingston present at the Altar. The Jersey Shore Team was also present. All
partook in the reception afterwards.
Thank you, Paul and Eileen, for answering the call. Thank you for the witness you give in your service to God,
the Church, and our Institute.
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Dan Berrigan, SJ visited the Central Park Lagoon Team meeting in February
Father Daniel Berrigan, one of the country’s leading peace activists of the past half-century,
joined the Central Park Lagoon's team meeting. Dan's life as a Jesuit priest, poet, pacifist,
educator, social activist, playwright and lifelong resister to what he calls "American military
imperialism" was both a powerful and gentle compliment to the team's focus on peace and
justice that evening.

This past winter the Buckmans, Reuters
and Basiles visited with Julian Gonzalez
and Alexis Ibarra on their way to other
destinations. The photo is of the Voluntas
members seated to dinner at the popular
Miami Beach restaurant Havana 1957. A
fine evening was had by all.
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FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF
VOWED/COMMITTED MEMBERS
Our statutes require that by virtue of our
vow of poverty that all vowed members
contribute 7-10% and committed
members 2% of their net income.
Aspirants and Probationers participate in
the financial support of the Institute
according to their means.
All contributions should be sent directly
to the Chair of the District Finance
Committee: Mr. Paul Lang, 26 Settler
Court, Tinton Falls, NJ 07753.

Be on the lookout for an email regarding
contact information for the US members.
There will be a PDF file attached and an
explanation from Julian Gonzalez, our
database person for the US District, on
how to access contact information.

If any member is unable to contribute
according to our statutes, they should
communicate this directly to Tony Ciorra.
He is the only one that will receive this
information and it will be received with
compassion and kept strictly confidential.
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