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“BE IT DONE UNTO ME ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD”
Luke 1:38
Dear Voluntas Community,
I recently made a "pilgrimage" to Ellis Island in New York City. Ellis Island is
a place that is dear to my heart as my parents and grandparents came through
Ellis Island from Italy in 1921. I touch their names carved on one of the walls as I
look at the Statue of Liberty. I always leave Ellis Island filled with gratitude for my
family and for our country and church that welcomed them so their dreams could
be fulfilled.
It is beautiful to see the face of God in the diversity of our nation and in the
pews of our churches. Our demographics are rapidly changing. We see this in
most dioceses where the ordinations to the priesthood are no longer native born
Americans, but rather men from other countries. The future of our Church and
vocations in the USA lies in other cultures, especially Latino and Asian
populations.
Fr. Parent as an Oblate of Mary Immaculate had a vision for our Institute
that would include the "Other" and welcome people of all cultures. The first
foundations of the Institute were in missionary lands. One of our "Three Fives" is
"Availability" which translates "Hospitality,” welcoming all people as Christ among
us.
We dedicate this issue of "Togetherness" to our Latino members. I thank
Andrew Sioleti, Lenny Delgado, and Gonzalo Morocho for taking the leadership in
forming our Latino team in Brooklyn. In the name of all of us, I thank not only our
Voluntas Latino members to whom we dedicate this issue, but also those
members from other diverse cultures, for the many ways they enrich us and for
the promise they give us for a bright and new future for the Institute in the United
States. We thank you, love you, and welcome you!
Fraternally,

Tony

Save the Dates!
2017 August Retreat
August 1-3, 2017 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA (Registration form included)

2017 August Congress
August 3-5, 2017 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA (Registration form included)

2017 Sector Recollection Days
November 4, 2017 - Same date for Sectors A & B in two different locations. More info will
follow.

2018 Plenary Gathering
March 2&3, 2018. Details TBA.

We received the good news recently that
Pope Francis named our bishop, Louis-Marie
Ling to the college of cardinals. Many of you
will remember that Bishop Ling was at our
Congress in Paoli a number of years ago. He
was the speaker at that Congress and also
read the decree at Mass when we were
constituted as a "District in Formation." He
was also president of our 2016 General
Assembly. Our 2016 Assembly delegates had
the opportunity to get to know him and to
spend two weeks with him in Canada.
Bishop Ling is one of the early members of the Institute and was very close to Fr
Parent. It is clear that he has absorbed our spirituality and that he lives it in a simple and
generous way. His elevation to the College of Cardinals gives witness to Pope Francis'
vision that he goes to the margins, to the ends of the earth to have the "smell of the sheep."
This is a wonderful day for the Voluntas Dei Institute. It is an affirmation not only for
Bishop Ling but for all of us. I have no doubt that Fr Parent shares our joy as the Institute
he founded now has a Cardinal that witnesses to our spirituality and affirms the vision of
Pope Francis for the Church.
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VOLUNTAS DEI HISPANIC TEAM
ST. AGUSTINE CHURCH, BROOKLYN
The team started 3 years ago. We
meet every third Friday evening from
7PM-9PM. Currently we have 18
observers, made up of single women and
married couples. All our team meetings are
in Spanish, but occasionally we go into
English as the needs arise. The team is
very active in parish ministries. There is a
sense of joy and enthusiasm in our
meetings together with the desire to grow in
the Spirituality of Voluntas Dei. The team
leader is Andrew Sioleti, together with Lenny
Delgado and
Gonzalo
Morocho.
We begin our
team
meetings
with a prayer
service
followed by a
theme
related to the
Spirituality of
Voluntas Dei
and scripture
themes as
they relate to
the current
situation of
life and the
world we live
in. Every
Advent and Lent we have a day of
recollection which is also open to the rest of
the parish community. The days of
recollection were led by Andrew and Lenny
as well as Deacon Fran Luis from the
Dominican Republic. The team members
are in regular contact with each other and
also partake in the Sunday Spanish Mass
that is celebrated by Andrew. Currently we
have three couples applying for aspirancy
and some also expressed a desire to be
affiliates. The team members often
socialize in each other’s homes as well as in
parish events. In all, this is a wonderful

team that has a fervent desire to continue to
learn more about the Institute and grow in
their love for the Church and God. There is
so much enthusiasm and genuine love in
the team. They want to continue to grow
and learn in the spirituality of Voluntas Dei.
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This is the first and only Spanish
language team in the Institute in the USA.
Since the Hispanic/Latino Catholic
population is the strongest and most
populated group in the USA, the Institute
members need to prioritize and commit and
invest time and energy to develop more
teams for Spanish speakers. This means
openness to
be inclusive
and
welcoming
our brothers
and sisters
from the
Spanish
speaking
community,
as well as
other ethnic
and language
groups. Each
and every
member of
the Institute
needs to be
committed
and be
proactive to
extend the invitation to explore a secular
consecration. How do we invite and
welcome into our teams Catholics who are
immigrants, belong to other cultures and
languages into our team? This should be a
priority for our Institute in the USA as we
move forward. Father Parent was a pioneer
in going outside of Quebec and reaching out
into the world to invite others to live their
faith in the footsteps of Christ in our unique
spirituality as Voluntas Dei. His 5-5-5
spirituality is a wonderful way of living our
Christian faith in our diverse country, the
USA, land of the immigrants.

Consideraciones sobre
nuestro caminar

Reflections on our Journey Together
Hector and Ernestina Pina

Hector and Ernestina Pina
Hace cuatro décadas, nos conocimos y cinco
meses más tarde nos casamos. Desde
entonces hemos caminado muchos valles y
montañas, muchos océanos y desiertos.
Como pareja, hemos compartido muchas
aspectos como ser amigos, acompañarnos en
momentos difíciles, levantar una familia, ser
colegas en la misma empresa y venerar a
Dios y la Santísima Virgen.
Nuestra próxima meta como
pareja es aspirar a integrar a la
Organización Seglar de
Voluntas Dei. Dios ha estado
en nuestras vidas en todo
momento y ahora más que
nunca. Nuestra devoción y
amor a Jesús y a su Santísima
Madre ha ido creciendo a lo
largo de nuestra vida,
envolviéndonos en todos los
aspectos, así como una llovizna
permanente, que gota a gota,
empapa.
Luego de tres hijos y de cinco
nietos, así como casi cuatro
décadas de matrimonio, hemos
aprendido las siguientes
lecciones:

Four decades ago, we met and married five
months after. Since then, we have walked many
valleys and mountains, many oceans and deserts. As
a couple, we have shared many things, ranging from
friendship, companionship, parenthood, colleagues,
worship and, hopefully, aspirancy to Voluntas Dei.
God has been in our hearts at all moments; nowadays
more than ever. Our
devotion and love to Jesus
and his Blessed Mother has
been growing by the day, as
a persistent drizzle, drop by
drop.
After three children
and five grandchildren, and
almost four decades of
married life, we have
learned some lessons:
•

•

•
•
•

•

Marriage is a
mission
designed by
God for us and
another way to
serve God.
Our life is a gift
and a legacy
from God: this
gift should serve
to light
ourselves and enlighten others.
Our commitment is first with God, and
then with each other.
Love is a part of our daily life and
increases as we age.
Transparency and forgiveness are
required for surviving every day and
forever.
Children are, at the same time, a gift and
a mission given by God.

•
•
•
•

It is our desire to be part of the Institute to
continue our road to the Glory of God. Thanks for
this unique opportunity.

•
El matrimonio es
una misión que Dios nos ha
asignado y es otra manera de
servirle.
•
Nuestra vida es un
regalo que Dios nos ha
entregado. Este regalo debe servir para
iluminarnos y servir de guía a otros.
Nuestro compromiso es primeramente
con Dios y luego entre nosotros
Nuestro amor es un elemento integral
en nuestras vidas y crece a medida que
envejecemos
La transparencia y el perdón son
esenciales para subsistir en cada día y
por siempre
Los hijos son, a la vez, un regalo y una
misión encomendad por Dios

Deseamos pertenecer al Instituto Voluntas
Dei para continuar en nuestro camino hacia la
Gloria de Dios. Estamos muy agradecidos por
esta oportunidad única que se nos brinda.
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Journey to Aspirancy
Jorge and Antonia Bueno

Just for Today
Lord Jesus,
just for today,
give me the grace to think of you
at every hour,
that I may live in your presence.
Lord Jesus,
just for today,
empty my heart of all sadness,
of all hatred and rancor,
that I may
love without criticizing,
serve without complaining.

We were introduced to the Voluntas Dei
secular institute by Fr. Andrew Sioleti after he
started celebrating the Spanish language mass
at our church of St. Augustine in Park Slope,
Brooklyn. Our team meets monthly and we have
counted with the spiritual direction of Frs.
Andrew, Lenny and Gonzalo.

Lord Jesus,
just for today
help me to follow the example
that you gave me,
so that through your example
and that of Mary,
I may be a peacemaker
all the days of my life. Amen

We have found the Voluntas Dei
spirituality to be a very simple and practical
guide to the practice of our Catholic, Christian
faith outside the limits of the parish
walls. In particular, the application of the pillars
of the three fives of the VDI spirituality are a
very useful guide when we seek God's
presence in our daily lives, to be in community
and fellowship with our brethren, regardless of
who they are or where they come from and to
be in solidarity with all of God's creation. It has
made a tremendous contribution to our growth
as parents and as members of our broader
family and community by helping us gain a
better understanding of God's marvelous hands
at work.

Fr. Parent

After a period of discernment, we have
taken the step to enter the aspirancy phase.
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PATIENT TRUST
Above all, trust in the slow work of God,
We are quite naturally impatient in everything
to reach the end without delay.
We should like to skip the intermediate stages.
We are impatient of being on the way to do
something
unknown, something new.
And yet it is the law of all progress
that it is made by passing through
some stages of instability--and that it may take a very long time.

The morning glories and the
sunflowers turn naturally toward
the light, but we have to be taught,

And so I think it is with you;
your ideas mature gradually---let them grow,
let them shape themselves, without undue
haste.
Don’t try to force them on,
as though you could be today what time
(that is to say, grace and circumstances
acting on your own good will)
will make of you tomorrow.

it seems.
Richard Rohr

Remembrances

Only God could say what this new spirit
gradually forming within you will be.
Give our Lord the benefit of believing
that his hand is leading you,
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself
in suspense and incomplete.

Robert Boris
Roy Brown
Arthur Candreva
Thomas Furlong
Malachy Higgiston
Augustine Katady
Raymond Lefebvre
Ruth and Bill McClellen
George Perreira
Eleanor Suroweic

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, S.J.
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Pope Francis Embraces People
with Huntington’s Disease
This past May 18, Pope Francis welcomed a group
of people with Huntington’s Disease (HD) and their
advocates from 26 countries to the Vatican for a private
audience. Huntington’s Disease is a rare
neurodegenerative disease in the same family as ALS and
Parkinson’s. There is no cure and very few treatment
options exist to slow its devastating effects. The disease
has a profound impact on family systems since it is genetic
and brings a great deal of shame, especially in South
America.
The health system I work for opened one of the first
medical units dedicated to serving people and their families
with HD twenty-nine years ago and is recognized worldwide for advancing treatment options that provide both
palliative and holistic care. We were invited to participate in
the Vatican event by the organizers who were a group of
neurobiologists mostly from South America. There are
towns and villages in parts of Venezuela, Columbia and
Argentina where there is a thousand time more likelihood of
having the gene than in other areas around the globe.
I had the privilege of taking our youngest HD
resident, Bridgette, to Rome along with a nurse, Mamah,
who has served folks with HD for the past 26 years. It was
a pilgrimage of sorts and the trip of a life-time. Bridgette is 24 years old and discovered she had the gene for
HD when she was 18 and began showing symptoms. Her mom died of the disease 9 years ago and her
brother died two years ago. Bridgette grew up in Jamaica and her family has mostly abandoned her since the
diagnosis. She made her way to the States and into our health system. Over 30,000 people in the US have
HD and another 200,000 are susceptible of carrying the gene. Currently, there are less than 400 dedicated
beds for HD in the US. That’s right, less than 400. Most people don’t begin to have symptoms until they are in
their 30s and 40s and usually live with the disease’s slow fatal progression for twenty years.
At the audience, Pope Francis spent nearly two hours visiting about 100 of us who were fortunate and
well enough enough to make the journey to Rome. He gave a great amount of hope to all present. Bridgette
says that the visit helped her understand her diagnosis in a new way. Her shame and depression has melted
and she has found purpose for her life now and will do all she can to help raise awareness and advocacy for
the disease. Pope Francis asked Bridgette to pray for him. May we all pray for people affected by HD and
Pope Francis.
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Voluntas Dei 2017
Registration Form
Retreat:
Congress:

August 1 ~ August 3
August 3 ~ August 5

Tuesday (lunch) ~Thursday (breakfast)
Thursday (lunch) ~ Saturday (lunch)

Menu of Costs for 2017/Staying at the Abbey (includes meals)
Married Couple Retreat and Congress
Married Couples Retreat only
Married Couple Congress only
Single Guests Retreat and Congress
Single Guests Retreat only
Single Guests Congress only
Extra night at the Abbey

$570 per couple
$345 per couple
$345 per couple
$380 per person
$240 per person
$240 per person
$80 per person per night

Hotel Guests (Meals at the Abbey /per person pricing)
Meal Costs at the Abbey—Please send checks for meals to Paul Lang (address below) Hotel
Guests Retreat and Congress
$200 per person (meal costs payable to Voluntas Dei)
Guests Retreat only
$120 per person (meal costs payable to Voluntas Dei)
Guests Congress only
$120 per person (meal costs payable to Voluntas Dei)

Hotel Information: (Residence Inn Philadelphia Valley Forge, 600 W est Sw edesford
Road, Berw yn, PA19355)

Appx.4mi from the Abby

Residence Inn Special Rate

$148.74 per night ( I n c l u d e s 1 1 % t a x )

Contact Information for hotel:

888-775-5959 (reservations)
Online hotel reservations: www.residenceinvalleyforge.com
July 12 (Wednesday)

Pricing good until…

Group Code: Reference Voluntas Room block at the Residence Inn Valley Forge

Daylesford Abbey Reservation Form Deadline: July 18, 2017
□ Yes ~ I/We would like to stay at the Abbey
□ I/We will stay at the hotel
□$
check payable to Voluntas Dei
□ Meals only $
□ Credit Card purchase – please provide following
information

#

Exp Date:

CVV#

□ Retreat & Congress
□ Abbey □ Hotel
□ Retreat only □ Congress only
□ Abbey □ Hotel

Signature:
Print Name:
Address
Phone:

Cell:

Mail / Email reservation to: Paul Lang, 26 Settler Court, Tinton Falls, NJ 07753 Email: Paul Lang - deacon.plang@gmail.com
Refund Policy: Cancellations after July 21, 2017 – You will be refunded 50% of your reservation.
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Happy Birthday!
June!

!
!

!

!

!

!

July

03!
05!
06!
09!

-!
-!
-!
-!

Bill Reuter! ! !
James Dwyer! !
Betty Reuter! ! !
Anthony DiPalma!

!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!

02!-!
10!-!
22!-!
28!-!

John Anderson
Anne Fleischl
Bill Konicki
Frances Brown

!
!
02!
13!
17!
! !

!
!
-!
-!
-!
!

August! !

!

!

!

!

September

!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!

14!-!
22!-!
28!-!
30!-!

!

!

Julian Gonzalez! !
Michaeleen Smith!
John O’Neill! ! !
! ! ! ! ! !

!

Jim Halley
Michael Seis
Neil Flood, Jaime Graells
Joel Livingston

Happy Anniversary!
Paul Tolve - June 2, 1984
Bill Konicki - June 3, 1978
Gerard Steffener - June 4, 1960
Jim Halley - June 5, 2004
John Szamreta - June 6, 1981
Carol & Joel Livingston - June 7, 1958
John O’Neill - June 17, 2000
Kay & Joe McGlynn - June 23, 1962
John Anderson - June 29, 1996
Madeline & Jaime Graells - July 21, 1974
Eileen & Paul Lang - August 4, 1984
Peter Francis - August 18, 1980
Pam & Ernie Chaplin - September 20, 1986
Claudia & Anthony Bruno - September 28, 1963
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A weekly homily by John O’Neill
reflecting on the Sunday readings
and applying them to our
Voluntas Dei spirituality can be
found on the international
website at
www.voluntasdei.org

Visit our website at voluntasdeiusa.org

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF
VOWED/COMMITTED MEMBERS
Our statutes require that by virtue of our
vow of poverty that all vowed members
contribute 7-10% and committed
members 2% of their net income.
Aspirants and Probationers participate in
the financial support of the Institute
according to their means.
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All contributions should be sent directly
to the Chair of the District Finance
Committee: Mr. Paul Lang, 26 Settler
Court, Tinton Falls, NJ 07753.
If any member is unable to contribute
according to our statutes, they should
communicate this directly to Tony Ciorra.
He is the only one that will receive this
information and it will be received with
compassion and kept strictly confidential.
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