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“BE IT DONE UNTO ME ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD”
Luke 1:38

Dear Voluntas Community,
This is not the letter I was planning to write. I am still living off the high of
the March Gathering in Paoli and want to begin by using what happened at the
March Gathering as the context for the upcoming 2018 District Assembly.
The March Gathering was Voluntas at its very best. Almost everyone
arrived despite the storm that was brewing, except for the speaker, Sr. Sharon
Holland! All her flights to Philly were canceled. Without a moment's hesitation,
four members stepped up to the plate and did the presentations that were
scheduled. The Rossi's had purchased all of the food the day before but
Mariann got sick and at the last minute they were not able to come. The
Lauber's met Steve on the Garden State Parkway and transferred the food into
their car. Then the icing on the cake is that we lost power as the storm gained
strength. Fortunately, the Abbey had a generator. Emmanuel rose to the
occasion by using a pitch pipe on his phone to lead us in song. None of this
dampened the spirit of our members. In fact, this was one of the most joyful
Voluntas Gatherings I have experienced. The storm, the power loss and all of
the last minute changes made for a cozy, warm, and beautiful Voluntas
Gathering.
My plan was to write this article about the upcoming USA Assembly. All
that I would have written was captured in the spirit of the March 2018
Gathering. I am confident that what we experienced there is the same spirit and
energy that we will bring to the District Assembly, July 30-August 2, 2018.
Onward to the Assembly! Let us go forward in hope!

Fraternally,

Tony

Save the Dates!
2018 USA District Assembly
July 30 - August 2, 2018 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA

2018 August Congress
August 2-4, 2018 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA

2018 Sector Recollection Days
November 3, 2018 - More info will follow.

Remembrances
Robert Boris
Roy Brown
Arthur Candreva
Julie Devine
Thomas Furlong
Malachy Higgiston
Augustine Katady
Raymond Lefebvre
Ruth and Bill McClellen
George Perreira
Eleanor & Bob Suroweic
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INSTITUT VOLUNTAS DEI
Bureau du directeur général
7385, boul. Parent, Trois-Rivieres, QC Canada G9A 5E1
Tel: +1 819 375-7933 Fax: +1 819 691-1841
directeurgeneral@gocable.ca

Greetings in Jesus and Mary.
February 16th 2018
I am most happy to communicate to you as you are approaching the District Assembly in USA. This is an
important venue for the Institute in your country, and, let me tell you that we consider it with utmost interest.
First of all, I would like to encourage you to prepare for this event in prayer. Not only the District Council, but
all the members, as well, should be promptly encouraged to a deep and regular daily moment in prayer for this
Assembly, for it will be fostering renewal in the administration of the entire District. I want to assure you of my
own prayer as you are all journeying towards the event.
Also, I would like to draw your attention to some procedural aspects to be taken into account during your
Assembly. Everyone participating should feel the seriousness of this common project. Each delegate has to be
aware that he/she carries the whole membership with him/her as each one commits to speak out. The evaluation
of the last four years of your District life is to be taken into account in your discussions as you are projecting
the next four years of existence. Evaluating the past with truth, under the guidelines of our spirituality and
charism is a must in order to undertake the future with more efficiency.
All of you who participate come from different milieus and ways of life. You will be challenged in creating
unity while being attentive and sensitive to each other’s differences. Remember the objective of our Institute on
this matter: to create peace and brotherhood in Jesus Christ. You are also invited to constantly bear in mind the
spirit of our Founder, Father Parent, as you move forward into your discussions. Needless to say that we speak
here of a true spirit of faith, of humility, of charity, and mostly, of attention to the will of God.
I also suggest to you to study the Constitutions #137 to #161 and #189 to #200 as well as Rule #9 before your
Assembly; this will allow your discussions to be held in an orderly and flowing manner.
On top of all, I invite you all to remain faithful at all times and in every way possible to our 5-5-5 spiritually,
the core of our Institute. This way, your Assembly will bear fruit that will remain faithful to the spirit of our
beloved founder Father Parent.
Please be assured that I am with you from now on united in prayers for the success of your district assembly.
May God bless you all!
Yours sincerely in Jesus and Mary,
James Dunstan I.V.Dei Director General.
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Several delegates to the August 2018 USA District Assembly were asked what
their thoughts were on being a delegate, their hopes for the Assembly and
what belonging to Voluntas Dei means to them. Here are their reflections.
An Assembly Full of Hope
The USA District will be celebrating its
Assembly in August 2018, and as we look
forward to this event, Eileen and I can’t help but
focus, for a moment, on the phrase in our
Assembly Preparation Document “Forward in
Hope” – “In The Beginning”. It was in 2005
during a Christmas
party that Fr. John
Campoli, Mary
Buckman, Elaine
Basile, and a few
others from the Jersey
Shore team explained
Voluntas Dei to us, its
spirituality, and
extended an invitation
to “come and see”.
Since then we have
been journeying as
part of Voluntas working as leaven for the world,
striving to promote peace, and through our
actions spreading the Gospel in the secular
world. As for being delegates to the Assembly,
we find it extremely humbling and exhilarating
at the same time. We find ourselves being
open and led by the Spirit to the preparations,
participation, and deliberations in forming the
future direction of Voluntas Dei USA District.

from different perspectives, but in the end from
God’s perspective.
Our journey in Voluntas continues to be
transforming. Team Life, Voluntas members,
and gatherings, continue to aid us in focusing
daily on the spirituality of the three fives
allowing us “To Be” an active instrument of God,
open to all the Divine has to offer. It provides
continuing opportunities to focus on the present
moment and God’s love, mercy, and grace that
can be found within these moments.
From “Forward in Hope” – Voluntas Dei
USA Assembly preparation document (2017),
“God, it is in your hands now to create and to
make all things new. Forward in Hope to the
2018 USA District Assembly.”
Blessings to all,
Eileen & Paul Lang

Our hope and anticipation, as what
happens whenever we gather as Voluntas, the
presence of God will be guiding us. The
Assembly is one of those times when the whole
mosaic of what it is to be Voluntas comes
together; it’s a time to rejoice and to re-calibrate
for the future. It is our opportunity to come out
of our own individual selves to find the hope,
adventure, and promise of what we are all a
part of. As we gather under the umbrella
themes of Commit, Reinvigorate, Grow, Eileen
and I look forward to talking about the many
aspects of Voluntas and our hopes for its future
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James Burns sent the following reflection:
As I think about preparing for our
Institute’s upcoming Assembly not only as a
member or even more corporately as part of the
USA District, I reflect more broadly on our role
as members of the faith-filled. In doing so I am
especially mindful of our role in the broader
Church. It brought back to my awareness what
draws us all together, the place of our initial
incorporation as Christians, our primary call as
Fr. Parent would remind us, as those baptized
into one body. “For we were all baptized by one
Spirit so as to form one body” (1 Cor 12:13). It
also made me think about and reflect upon the
way our baptism was the first invitation into a life
together and how being a delegate extends that
invitation to be with one another but also to be
of service to one another. I couldn’t help but
realize that this invitation into a life together is
really what we live out in the Institute. And how
do I sense this? The first thing that I observe is
being in fellowship with all of our members,
especially in the way that we live out our initial
invitation to a life of love in joy together. “Love
one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one
another in showing honor” (Romans 12:10). In
fact, I, like many others, have commented that
what we have in the Institute is so unique but
also so compelling that we really enjoy the idea
of getting together, being together and growing
together. The themes from this that spring
quickly to mind are those of hospitality and
gratitude.

how can the “guests” be welcomed to [a truly]
Catholic identity, praxis, and worship in the
interchange of hospitality? In this context,
hospitality can be understood as the extension
of self in order to welcome the “other” by
sharing and receiving intellectual and spiritual
resources and gifts. As a historic Christian
practice, hospitality is distinctively communal
and self-giving, embodying a way of being and
thinking about the “other” or the “stranger.” It is
based in the conviction that when we welcome
others, we welcome God, and in welcoming
God we are participating in God’s reconciling
love for the world, manifest in God’s Triune
nature.”
Thus, when asked what my hopes are for
the Assembly I realize one of my hopes is that
we learn to lean in more deeply to this call of
baptismal hospitality, that we reflect more
profoundly on our universal call to holiness and
wholeness, finding ways we can outdo one
another in Charity. Perhaps that we can pray
more earnestly about and for each other and
our own brokenness as we do the same for our
communities and our country and in doing so
find ways to strengthen one another and be of
help to all of our “neighbors”, those “others” in
our midst, some who are like us but especially
to those most unlike us. And in this that we are
all reminded, just as Paul told the Galatians
(3:28), “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither
slave nor free, nor is there male and female, …”
and so in our time there is neither Democrat or
Republican, rich or poor, black or white,
conservative or liberal, etcetera, “for you are all
one in Christ Jesus”. And so, it seems to me,
that if we as an Institute (and at our Assembly)
can be more intentional about this baptismal call
to hospitality and gratitude, then each one of us
really can change the milieu we find ourselves
in for the better and in doing so show the world
around us that love is acts not words. This is
what being Voluntas Dei means to me.

As I further reflected on these themes I
was reminded of a beautiful article on hospitality
that I read some time ago by Prof. Aurelie A.
Hagstrom, PhD, (Theologian at Providence
College). I quote a section as an offering to all
for our own reflection and discernment as we
prepare for the Assembly.
“Hospitality is fundamentally an
expression of and witness to God’s grace, since
all of us are guests of God’s hospitality and are
called to embody that hospitality to others in
word and deed. … [If the role of the] religious
community is the “host who sets the table,” then
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In August of 2010, I had the
opportunity to visit Paoli for
the first time to see what
Voluntas Dei was all about.
Here I am in 2018, in vows,
and a delegate for the
upcoming assembly in
August. It has been quite a
journey but one in which I
have been fortunate to take
part! The Voluntas
experience has given me the
chance to grow personally, spiritually, and
intellectually, in my love of God, the people of
God and the whole Church. To learn about the
charism, the objective, and the main values of
the Institute in the midst of such a diverse
group of people is very lifegiving. I’m sure Fr.
Parent, our founder, is looking over us with a
great big smile on his face.

When I was earning my canon law degree in
2002, secular institutes were a course topic.
Now I am living it and serving as a delegate
this summer. I am looking forward to this
important gathering that seeks to helps us all
grow personally, spiritually, and intellectually in
service of God and our neighbor. It is not
difficult for us to get together because when we
do gather, it seems like no time has passed
since our last time being together. I guess my
main hope is that we continue to discern what
God is asking of us in service to the Church.
How are we being called to grow? How are we
being challenged as we move forward? We’ll
figure it out!
Michael Cronin

We are incredibly humbled and not a little
nervous about attending the District Assembly in
August. Our experience of Voluntas has been
nothing short of miraculous: a welcoming,
supportive and prayerful experience. While we
were surprised at being elected, we are eager to
help, contribute our perspective as a married
couple and be part of the next phase of IVDei
USA.
Five years ago, we invited Tony to bless
the renewal of our wedding vows at our 25th
anniversary. Little did we know he would invite
us to take a look at the Institute and a new
chapter in our shared journey would begin. And it is the shared spiritual journey that attracted us at
first to the Institute, an opportunity to deepen our commitment to each other.
Five years later we find it difficult to imagine not being part of the Institute and our team. The
spirituality, charism, apostolic objective, main values of the Institute all seem so natural, and yet a
challenge – and we receive such welcome encouragement and support from our team and friends
across the district that we feel tremendous gratitude to God and to Voluntas.
We hope to make a reflective and positive contribution this summer, and we welcome your
prayers of support!
Nell and Christopher Lauber
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Our brother, Getahun Gebriel, will be ordained to the priesthood in
Ethiopia on May 13, 2018. The United States District supported him
in his seminary studies and formation through the funds received
from the preaching by our members for our Ethiopian Sector.
Getahun will be with us for our District Assembly and Congress in
Paoli. At that time he will celebrate his first Mass for our members
and give us his first priestly blessing. As he prepares for ordination
to the priesthood, we send him our prayers, love and support. We
look forward to welcoming him to the United States District!
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Plenary Gathering - March 2018
Almost 55 members came together in Paoli,
PA on March 2nd for our plenary gathering.
The Daylesford Abbey Spirituality Center was
welcoming in spite of the March storm and a
loss of power. And while generator power
allowed us to enjoy warm rooms and hot
meals, it did not help our scheduled speaker's
travel plans. Sr. Sharon Holland was good
enough to share her notes so that several
members could deliver talks on different
aspects of her topic: A Spirituality for the
Church and the World in the 21st Century. We
were all grateful to Tony Ciorra, Eileen & Paul Lang, Frank Berna and John O’Neill for stepping in and
delivering reflections on Gaudium et Spes, The Joy of the Gospel, Laudato Si and A Spirituality for Voluntas
Dei. As always, the gathering was a welcome chance to see friends and share our commitment to the
values of the Institute.
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February
05
07
11
16
17
20
29

-

Happy Birthday!

Sebastian Springbob
Marty Theys
Ruth Surak
Tim Sullivan
Bill McKeone
Kay McGlynn
John Campoli

March

02
10
15
23
28
30

-

May

April
01
03
05
10
10
20
24
29

-

Paul Tolve
Steve Rossi
Tom Devine
Angelus Croce
John Szamreta
Mary Mosquera
Carol Livingston
Christian Matuschek

!

!

!

Paul Lang
Ed Pirela
Anthony Bruno
Jim Musumeci
Dom Basile
Patricia Ruane

01
16
16
23
26
27
28
31

-

Frank Berna
Ernie Chaplin
Leo Patalinghug
Skip Buckman
Ron Galt
James Burns
Greg Kremer, Rory Murphy
John Schotka, Benjamin Chinnappan

Happy Anniversary!
Tim Sullivan - February 3, 1990
Daniel LeBlanc - February 16, 1978
Angelus Croce - March 1, 1958
Eileen & Marty Theys - March 8, 1975
Damian Colicchio - March 24, 1962
Jean Pierre Jaccius - March 25, 2001
John Campoli - April 4, 1970
Patricia & Daniel Buckley - April 23, 1988
Jim Musumeci - May 1, 1976
Christian Matuschek - May 10, 2008
Lenin Delgado - May 11, 1991
Mariann & Steve Rossi - May 15, 1971
Bill McKeone - May 20, 1972
George Hazler - May 20, 1967
Joel Livingston - May 21, 1994
Frank Berna -a May 24, 1980
Jamie Bono - May 24, 2003
Julian Gonzalez - May 25, 1984
Benjamin Chinnappan - May 26, 1988
Anthony Ciorra - May 26, 1973
Anthony DiPalma - May 26, 1973
James Burns - May 29, 2003
Timothy Corbley - May 29, 1992
Michael Seis - May 29, 1993
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FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF
VOWED/COMMITTED MEMBERS
Our statutes require that by virtue of our
vow of poverty that all vowed members
contribute 7-10% and committed
members 2% of their net income.
Aspirants and Probationers participate in
the financial support of the Institute
according to their means.

A weekly homily by John O’Neill
reflecting on the Sunday readings
and applying them to our
Voluntas Dei spirituality can be
found on the international
website at
www.voluntasdei.org

All contributions should be sent directly
to the Chair of the District Finance
Committee: Mr. Paul Lang, 26 Settler
Court, Tinton Falls, NJ 07753.
If any member is unable to contribute
according to our statutes, they should
communicate this directly to Tony Ciorra.
He is the only one that will receive this
information and it will be received with
compassion and kept strictly confidential.

Visit our website at voluntasdeiusa.org

Voluntas Dei USA
District Council
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Fr. Anthony Ciorra
District Director
Fr. Julian Gonzalez
Assistant Director
Fr. Jamie Bono
Councillor
Fr. Timothy Sullivan
Councillor
Carol and Joel Livingston
Councillors
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