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“BE IT DONE TO ME ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD” (Luke 1:38)
GREETINGS FROM THE DIRECTOR
Dear Voluntas Family,
We are coming to the end of our first cycle of formation themes for this year, “Uncommon
Gratitude: Alleluia for All That Is.” In the past two issues of “Togetherness,” I have offered a few
thoughts on the vows/ commitments of poverty and obedience as ways of living grateful and joyful
lives as Voluntas Dei.
So, what remains is Chastity. Given the fact that I am placing this reflection as the last, I
chuckled when I recalled the words of St. Augustine, “ Lord make me chaste---but not yet!” Some
writers look at chastity as the foundational vow that expresses one’s radical passion for God. Our
Constitutions seem to take that view using these words: “Members develop in themselves the grace
of consecrated chastity through which they witness to the world that Christ is their first love, that all
love is rooted and fulfilled in him, and that he alone shapes in them a universal and faithful heart.
The sincere and pure affection that members have for each other and everyone supports them in their
struggle for an ever-growing fidelity (#61).
The way we focus and express the energy and passion within us determines how we choose
to live out our vow of chastity. Consecrated chastity is the evolving surrender of emotions, body,
spirit, the whole person to God, who is so powerfully experienced by the person as to progressively
structure their life choices and intimacies around their total devotion to the mystery of God.
To keep it simple, our chastity is defined by the choices we make on how to love others.
Jesus models this for us by opening his arms on the cross. The example of Jesus teaches us the path
of emptying oneself so that we can be filled with compassion for others.
As members of a secular institute, we live out our vows in the context of the world, in the
midst of the messiness of everyday life. It is here that that the “rubber meets the road.” Like every
other human being, we need to love and be loved. However, the challenge for us is to be vigilant so
that we do not become enslaved to the negative dictates of contemporary culture. We are called to
witness in a world that struggles with desire, longing, love, expression and freedom.
The question we need to ask each day is “What is God’s desire for me? How does God want
me to love today? “ We vow through our chastity to love as best we can and to become fully human
by following the example of Jesus who challenges us to love everyone without exception, just as he
did” (#59)

Many observers here in the Western sector
have been attending team meetings for a couple of
years now, but have not had the opportunity to
come to any of our national meetings. Hopefully,
you will get to meet some of them during our
summer congress in August.

Our vows/commitments are not burdens
but gifts that give us a way of living in the world
that overflows with a gratitude that is truly
uncommon! As we do our best to live out the vow
of chastity may we continue to be generous in
sharing our love with one another so that when
others see us they might say of us as they did of
the first Christians, “See, how those Voluntas love
God and love one another.”

Our Director, Tony Ciorra, as well as other
members of the Council gave presentations to the
group similar to those given to the first Eastern
Sector meeting. These presentations gave people
a better understanding of the spirituality and
charism of our Institute.

You are in my thoughts and prayers each
day, especially at the Eucharist. I look forward to
being with all of you in August for the retreat and
our annual Congress.

One of the highlights of our gathering was
the wonderful dinner and fraternity that we shared
on Friday evening.

In the Lord,

Tony

Jim Halley

“Personal & Spiritual Growth in
a Time of Change” is the theme for the
August Retreat which will be led by Jim
Halley. Hopefully, the retreat will help us
to come to a better understanding of
ourselves, our charism and enhance our
interpersonal relationships. “How can
you truly live in the present moment if you
don’t know who you are?”

Western Sector Facilitator

Western Sector Meeting
This past March the first western sector
meeting of the Voluntas Dei Institute took place in
Long Beach, Ca. It was attended by 18 people.
Our first meeting was an opportunity for many
observers to meet with members of our District
Council. It also gave the District Council and
other members of our Institute the chance to meet
and get to know some faith filled people they
hadn’t met yet.
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RETREAT & CONGRESS
Date:

CONGRESS ONLY
Date: August 4 - August 6, 2011

August 2 - August 6, 2011

Beginning with 12:15 lunch on Tuesday, Aug.
2, and ending after lunch on Saturday, Aug. 6.

Beginning at 1:00 pm Thursday, Aug. 4, and
ending after lunch on Saturday, Aug. 6.

Place:

Place:

Daylesford Abbey
220 South Valley Road
Paoli, PA 19301

Accommodations:
Rooms w/meals for couples:
Single rooms w/meals:
Meals only (for those staying
at hotel):

Daylesford Abbey
220 South Valley Road
Paoli, PA 19301

Accommodations:
Rooms w/meals for couples:
Single rooms w/meals:

$500
$350

Just meals @ Abbey:
person)

$150

$260
$190
$ 80 (per

To make reservations, please send your check
payable to ELAINE BASILE to:

To make reservations at the Abbey please send
your check payable to ELAINE BASILE to:

Elaine Basile
11 Central Road
Monmouth Beach, NJ 07750

Elaine Basile
11 Central Road
Monmouth Beach, NJ 07750

Alternate Accommodations:
Same as for Retreat & Congress

Reservations, with payment, at the Abbey will
be on a first-come, first-served basis.
Alternate accommodations:
Holiday Inn Express Malvern
1 Morehall Road
Malvern, PA 19355

Please direct any
questions regarding the
Retreat and/or Congress
to
Elaine Basile at
732-571-3372.

Price per night: $99.36 (including tax). This
price applies to Aug. 1-Aug. 6.
To make reservations at the Holiday Inn,
please call: (610) 651-0400 and mention the
Voluntas Dei Conference to receive the special
rate of $99.36.
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COUNCIL NOTES

The Council met on February 22 and February 23. The following items were discussed:
1.

The Council reviewed all requests for those applying for next steps in formation, vows, stability
and affiliation. A letter was sent to all candidates informing them of the council's deliberations.
Thank you to Greg for his outstanding leadership and to the formation team for their work in
moving the process along in a timely manner.

Accepted for Aspirancy:
Michael and Patricia Ruane
John Anderson
Thomas Wilhelm
Robin and Michael Crocker
Emmanuel C Okeiyi

Accepted First Commitments:
Paul and Eileen Lang

Accepted for Probation:
Anthony and Claudia Bruno
Ernie and Pam Chaplin
Edwin and Olga Pirela
Michael Seis

Accepted for Affiliation:
Michaeleen Smith
Mary Feldman

Accepted for First Vows:
James Burns
Alexis Ibarra

The Council presented to the Central Council the application for stability of the following members:
Eleanor and Bob Suroweic
Elaine and Domenic Basile
Timothy Corbley
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Plans were reviewed for the West Coast Sector meeting under the leadership of Jim Halley.
Initial plans were discussed for the August 2011 Retreat and Congress. Fr Dunstan, our newly
elected General, will join us for the retreat and will be the presenter at the Congress.
Initial plans were discussed for Recollection days with clustering of teams in each sector.
Julian Gonzalez will be the Council's liaison for "Togetherness.”
All of our official files and documents will be digitized.
The next Council meetings are scheduled for May 11 and 19, 2011.
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The Council met on May 11 and 19, 2011. The following items were discussed:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The Council reviewed and approved the financial statement for January-March, 2011.
The Council continued its discussion of the sector format. Evaluation and suggestions will be
presented at the August Congress.
Jim Halley and Bill Konicki have been appointed Sector Facilitators. Their mandate is until
August 2014.
The retreat and congress schedule was reviewed and fine tuned.
The format of the business meeting at the August Congress was discussed. A survey will be
presented to the membership.
Cluster recollection days were proposed and discussed.
The Council asked Greg to consult with the formation team on reconfiguring the vocation team
and program.
The next Council meeting is scheduled for July 25, 2011. If any members have items to present
to the Council please send these to Tony by July 20.

Reflections. . .

Looking at us expectantly
waiting for our attention
maybe tomorrow

The patience of Revelation
Greg Kremer, Spring 2011

In the present moment
patiently
Revelation waits

Revelation waits
patiently
in the present moment
Not hidden
but in plain clothes
in plain sight
But we are distracted
doing important things
multitasking
Unaware that we have missed
Love incarnate
again
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Save the Dates!
SECTOR GATHERINGS
EAST COAST 2010-2011
November 5 and 6, 2011 (Note change to Saturday/Sunday) at Holy Family Retreat Center, West
Hartford, CT.
WEST COAST -2011-2012
March 3 & 4, 2012 (Note change to Saturday/Sunday) Location: TBA

VOLUNTAS DEI USA - ANNUAL RETREAT AND CONGRESS
Annual Retreat will be held August 2-4, 2011 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA.
Retreat Director: Fr. James Halley
Annual Congress will be held August 4-6, 20ll at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA.
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In order to keep the
address list updated, please
send any changes to Eleanor
Suroweic at
robtel@comcast.net
Thank You!

News from our members. . .
On behalf of the USA Voluntas Dei Institute we congratulate
BJ Foley on her graduation on May 21 from St. Joseph Seminary
Institute of Religious Studies with a Master of Arts. We are so proud
of you, BJ, and wish you the very best!
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Please keep Julian Gonzalez and his friend,
Dr. Paul Reynolds, in your prayers as they
pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, Spain.
They will be walking 400 kilometers this
month and are keeping us in their prayers.

Congratulations to Emilio Rosellen on
his 25th Anniversary! The Gold Coast
Team celebrated with Emilio along with
150 of his friends, associates and family.

Visit our website at voluntasdeiusa.org
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Eileen & Marty
Theys had
company last
week in
Stillwater, NJ
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