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“BE IT DONE UNTO ME ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD” (Luke 1: 38)
Greetings from the Director
Dear Voluntas Family:
We are in that “in between time”-- in between the August Retreat/Congress and the March
Sector gatherings. In the “old days” we used to have national gatherings in November and
March. With the new sector format, the Annunciation Sector meets during the first week of
March and the Visitation Sector in the second week of March. Maybe the six-month hiatus
between national gatherings makes the old adage come true, “Absence makes the heart grow
fonder.”
I do miss seeing everyone more frequently. At a recent team meeting of the Central Park
team, members reflected on our August retreat/congress as being a blessed and happy time. As I
listened to the sharing, I thought how fortunate we are to have unity, peace and love whenever
we gather.
During the month of November we celebrate “All Saints” and “All Souls.” As one
author wrote, “The saints were sinners who kept on trying.” We read in the Letter to the
Hebrews, the saints who have gone before us are in the balcony cheering us on as we continue to
run the race.
In the “In Between Times,” let’s help one another to “keep on trying” by our active
presence at team meetings and by giving love and support to each other. All of the Voluntas
family who have gone before us are in that balcony cheering us on. I think especially of Fr.
Parent. The last time I saw him he told me that he was “in God’s Waiting Room,” getting ready
to go home. He said that he would be there waiting for us and that he will give us a wink when
we get there.
Until that day when we see him wink at us in heaven, let us joyfully be Voluntas by
always doing our best to be there for each other whether at national gatherings, team meetings,
and in our daily prayers for each other.
Love,
Tony

Save the Dates!
!

Annunciation Sector 2013
Friday and Saturday, March 1 & 2, 2013 at Dolce Conference Center, Norwalk, CT.
Details TBA.

Visitation Sector 2013
Friday and Saturday, March 8 & 9, 2013. Location will be in California. Details TBA.

THE THIRD USA SECTOR - THE ASSUMPTION SECTOR
!
The USA District is happy to announce the establishment of our third
Sector. The name Assumption was chosen to include a Marian theme.
Mary's assumption embraces both heaven and earth. Although not as vast,
the new Assumption Sector includes a vast territory: the St. Isidore team,
Japan, Germany, Trinidad, Puerto Rico, and Michigan.
!
Fr. John Szamreta has accepted the mandate to become the first sector
facilitator of the Assumption Sector. In his role, he will become the primary
point of contact for each of these jurisdictions. He will have informal
gatherings of these members whenever the district meets for national
meetings and gatherings in an effort to unify those members scattered
throughout the world. Since this a new venture, John's role will evolve and be
further defined as the new sector takes shape.
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Council Notes

1. The council had the following meetings during the August Congress.
•
•
•

Paul Lang gave the financial report. The finance committee will be sending a letter to all of the
members about our financial commitment to the institute and the current needs of the District.
James Burns reported on the plan to create a preaching schedule to solicit funds for our missions.
Jim Halley and Bill Konicki, sector facilitators, discussed their plans for March 2013 and
reported to the Council about their sectors.

2. Frs . Dunstan and Tony met with the new committee for Latino outreach. The committee consists of
Michael Seis, Alexis Ibarra, Lenny Delgado and Fernando Valdes. Alexis Ibarra will facilitate the first
meeting of the committee and they will elect a chairperson.
3. The council approved the establishment of a new team, “Highland Reach” with Paul Lang as the team
animator.
4. The Council voted to establish a new sector, the “Assumption Sector.” The new sector will include : the
St. Isidore team, Trinidad, Puerto Rico, Michigan, Germany and Japan.
5. The General proposed that the United States become a District. The Council voted and unanimously
approved that we petition the Central Council that the United States become a District.
6. The Council unanimously voted to ask John Szamreta to be the sector facilitator for the Assumption
Sector.
7. The Annunciation Sector will hold its Spring Sector Gathering on March 1-2, 2013, at the Dolce
Conference Center in Norwalk, CT. Fr. Dunstan will continue his canonical visitation to the District and
will visit three of the local bishops, Cardinal Dolan, Bishop DiMarzio and Bishop O’Connell.
8. The Visitation Sector will hold its Spring Sector Gathering on March 8-9, 2013. Fr. Dunstan will
conclude his canonical visitation to the United States. He will visit with Archbishop Gokez.
9. The council began discussing plans for the 2013 retreat and congress. We will use the Congress in 2013
as preparation for the 2014 District Assembly. Brother Loughlan Sofield will facilitate the preparatory
session in 2013 and the Assembly in 2014. The council will have its annual recollection and planning
day on the Monday of the Retreat/Assembly week.
10. Greg Kremer and Julian Gonzalez reported on the progress made towards the new Institute web page.
11. The Council once again thanked Anthony DiPalma and his team, Paul Lang and James Burns, for all of
their work on the implementation of the Safe Environment program mandated by the American Bishops
in compliance with the Dallas Charter. There are still several people who were absent in August who
have not replied. Anthony Di Palma will send a second letter to them.
3

Reflections. . .

peacemaker, I always carve time to prepare for my
next adventure. Next summer, The Nixon and Reagan
Libraries in California, but then putting things in place
for a 2014 visit to Petra in Jordan, and a revisit to the
Pyramids of Egypt and a cruise down the Nile!

Living the Bucket List!
By: Bill Konicki
For those of us in Voluntas, having a bucket
list; you know a list of great things to do before you
“kick the bucket” takes away from living in the present
moment. For me, we should be living the bucket list!
Of course, that has been my philosophy all life long.
There is so much to see and do and experience in life
and I don’t want to miss a moment.
This year, being an even numbered year, I
traveled outside the country to visit my sixth of the
seven Man Made Wonders of the World. I have been
to the Coliseum, Taj Mahal, The Great Wall of China,
Christ the Redeemer Statue in Brazil, and hiked the
Inca Trail to Macchu Picchu in Peru. So in June I
traveled the Mayan Trail in the Yucatan Peninsula in
Mexico!

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje

I arrived in Cancun at 2:30 P.M. picked up my
rental car and we traveled to the Mayan Archeological
Museum which is open till 7:00 P.M. This was an
opportunity to see first hand all the artifacts that I have
read about and will see on my journey as I hike the
Mayan Ruins. The Tulum Ruins, Xel-ha Ruins and the
Ruins of Xcaret were just a tease for the thrill of our
journey was truly Chichen Itza!

	

On September 18th forty-two pilgrims left for
Medjugorje via London. We stayed in London for
three days while some pilgrims obtained their Bosnian
visas. On Saturday a joyful bunch of pilgrims left
London for Medjugorje via Vienna/ Sarajevo. Bussed
to Medjugorje, we, arrived just in time to be installed
in the ultra-modern Hotel Luna. We more or less took
up half the hotel. We attended the Croation Mass in
the church, but could hardly find a seat, it was so
crowded. Thousands of people circulated around the
main church.

I was impressed at how well preserved the
structures were, the Ball Court, the temples and most
spectacular of all was the El Castillo or the Pyramid of
Kukulkan. There is no picture that does this Wonder
of the World justice. I thought I had prepared well for
this trip, as I do all my journeys, but nothing that I
read, no DVD, no website could prepare me for the
beauty of the carvings and the intricacies of this
Mayan calendar in real life. It got even better sitting in
the front row for the sound and light show that evening
as we were treated
to the “Ghosts of
Chichen Itza.”

	

It was a truly amazing spiritual experience,
climbing the hills, attending the holy hours, rosary, and
hearing the stories from the other pilgrims.
	

The highpoint of the whole experience was the
beautiful confession that we were privileged to have
with gentle priests who themselves experienced a
conversion in Medjugorje. The weather was just
perfect and although Medjugorje has become so
commercialized, one must concentrate on the spiritual .

Yes, living
the bucket list is
something we as
Voluntas should all
be doing! While
being of service
and being a
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Selma & Neil Flood
Westmoorings-by-the-Sea Team

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha
Lily of the Mohawks
Born in 1656 in a village near what is now
Albany, N.Y., Kateri was orphaned at age 4 when a
smallpox epidemic killed her parents and brother.
Although she survived, Kateri was left nearly blind
and her face and body severely scarred.
Despite her struggles, Kateri wanted to dedicate
her life to God who developed in her a deep sense
of mysticism and charity. Known for her gentleness
and good humor, she devoted her life to teaching
children and helping the sick and aged. Because of
her poor vision, she was named “Tekakwitha” which
means “She who bumps into things.”
According to eyewitnesses, the scars on her face
suddenly disappeared after her death at the age of
24. Her last words were, “Jesus, I love you.” Soon
after, both Native Americans and settlers started to
claim that favors and miracles had been obtained
through her intercession. American Indians have
made appeals to the Catholic Church for her
recognition since the 1800’s.
Documentation for the final miracle needed for
her canonization was sent to the Vatican in July of
2009. It involved the recovery of a young boy in
Seattle whose face had been disfigured by a flesheating bacteria and who almost died from the
disease. But he recovered completely, and the
Vatican confirmed the work of a tribunal who
determined there was no medical explanation for it.

Kateri Tekakwitha is the first Native North American to be canonized a Saint.
She is the patroness of ecology and the environment.
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From our Members. . .
To our brothers and sisters of Voluntas
Dei,
Please accept our heartfelt thanks
for all of your prayers, masses said on
our behalf and your good wishes for a
speedy recovery.
We WILL be at the March meeting
in Connecticut and look forward to
meeting the many new Observers and
those who have taken their first steps on
their journey to Stability. Our Community
has certainly grown through the 13 years
we have been members.
I ask you to keep my wonderful
family in your prayers as they are with me
every step of the way.
God has given us so many
blessings; we had the joy of celebrating
our 50th wedding anniversary on October
20th. I know He will bring me back to full
health, after all, I just celebrated my 37th
anniversary from breast cancer, nothing
is impossible!
We are grateful to John Campoli
for accepting our team at his meetings
and making them feel welcome. We look
forward to the time we can resume the
team meetings when we are back to a
more normal routine, whatever normal is.
With love and prayers back at you,
Bob & Eleanor Surowiec
Saddle River Team
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Please keep Alexis Ibarra and his family
in your prayers. His father, Mr. Aldo
Ibarra, passed away on October 11.

Hello from good old Germany!
I hope all of you are just doing fine
and I feel sorry that I have missed many
of you at the Abbey this year. However,
one third of my team North RhineWestphalia got to see you and Sebastian
gave me a full report. In the meantime I
have been transferred and moved to
another area and parish assignment.
Things are settling down now as I unpack
boxes and explore my new environment.
Everything is good.
Beginning of September I had a
surprise visitor here in Joellenbeck,
Germany: James Dunstan. On his way
out to Addis Ababa he decided to stop by
and see how things are going over in
good old Germany. He spent two well
filled days with us (Sebastian and me.
Thomas could not make it, since he had
family engagements and no one to
babysit), met roughly over one hundred
German folks and about twice as many
Tamils. I think he felt right at home. He
got a picture about my situation and the
circumstances in which our little team
tries to maintain itself. He got to see also
a quite beautiful piece of Germany. He
may even come back for a visit. I have a
guest room now. So, if you feel the urge,
stop over on your way to wherever and
be welcome!
Yours,
Christian
Team of North Rhine-Westphalia
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Everyone who was at the August Congress will remember Fr. Pierre, whom we were blessed to
visit with while in Canada. After the joy of being part of the celebration of mass at his parish,
St. Patrick, in Three Rivers, Fr. Pierre took us to visit the grave of Fr. Parent. At the gravesite,
we couldn't help but feel we were visiting the grave of a saint in our church. Most especially,
we wanted you to know that Fr. Pierre asked us to send his love to everyone in Voluntas, USA!
Betty & Bill Reuter

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF
VOWED/COMMITTED MEMBERS
Our statutes require that by virtue of our
vow of poverty that all vowed members
contribute 7-10% and committed
members 2% of their net income.
Aspirants and Probationers participate in
the financial support of the Institute
according to their means.
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All contributions should be sent directly
to the Chair of the District Finance
Committee: Mr. Paul Lang, 26 Settler
Court, Tinton Falls, NJ 07753.
If any member is unable to contribute
according to our statutes, they should
communicate this directly to Tony Ciorra.
He is the only one that will receive this
information and it will be received with
compassion and kept strictly confidential.
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