TOGETHERNESS-USA
Voluntas Dei Institute

October 2013

“Be it done unto me according to your word” (Luke 1:38)
Greetings from the Director
Dear Voluntas sisters and brothers:
Fr. Tom Furlong is a gem! He is one of the first members of the Institute in the United
States. He was here long before any of us arrived on the scene. He was ordained in the
1970’s and knew Fr. Parent very well and spent a great deal of time with him.
Tom is retired now. He lives in a trailer home on the west coast of Florida. His health is
bad and he is not able to move around too well. He is a great model for Voluntas priests.
He stays close to the Institute, loves our spirituality, and says Mass and ministers to the
other people living in the trailer community.
I call him every couple of weeks to say “hello” and to ask how he is doing. It is a real
treat for me. He usually talks about the early days of the Institute and his close
relationship with Fr. Parent. He assures me that he prays for all of us everyday. I asked
him to start recording some of his early experiences of the Institute. He purchased a
recorder several weeks ago and is learning how to use it. I look forward to receiving
these tapes and having them transcribed to share with all of our members.
He has mentioned to me several times that Fr. Parent told him that the future of the
Institute is in the United States. My first reaction was pride followed by fear of what does
this mean for us. Neither pride nor fear come from God. If what Fr. Parent said comes to
pass, it will be through God’s grace and the work and faithfulness of all of our members
that will make Fr. Parent’s prediction come true.
This brings me to the August 2014 Assembly. At our last team meeting, some members asked, “Why do we
have to have another Assembly? Didn’t we just do this four years ago?” The short answer is that the
Constitutions require us to do this. On a deeper level, however, there is something more at stake and it is this:
Is the Assembly an opportunity for the Holy Spirit to call us to grow deeper? Is the Assembly a time in which
the United States District can be renewed and make Fr. Parent’s dream a reality?
I know that Fr. Tom Furlong is already praying for our Assembly (Thank you, Tom!). I ask all of our members
to join Tom in prayer for the Assembly and also to prepare and participate in a spirit of openness and
generosity. To Quote C.S. Lewis, my hope for our Assembly is that we will be “Surprised by Joy”!
With affection,

Tony
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Save the Dates!
!

Days of Recollection
Annunciation Sector - November 23, 2013 from 10:00-3:00 at Church of the Magdalene, 525 Bedford Rd.,
Tarrytown, NY 01591. Contact Paul Tolve at pat4@westchestergov.com or 203-313-0762.
Visitation Sector - January 18, 2014 from 9:00-2:00 at St. Joseph Church, 6220 E. Willow St., Long Beach,
CA 90803. Contact Jim Halley at jimhalley@verizon.net

2014 Plenary Sector Gathering
March 7-8, 2014. Crown Plaza Hotel, Elizabeth, NJ. Very close to Newark Airport. Shuttle
service is available. Registration details will follow. All members and observers/visitors are very
strongly urged to attend.
August 2014 USA District Assembly
August 5-7 2014 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA. Delegates and Observers arrive after dinner
on Monday, August 4. Assembly begins on Tuesday, August 5, at 9:00 AM and concludes with
lunch on Thursday, August 7.
August 2014 USA District Congress
August 7-9, 2014 at Daylesford Abbey, Paoli, PA. For everyone: begins with dinner on
Thursday, August 7, and concludes with lunch on Saturday, August 9.
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Council Notes

July 25, 2013 Council Meeting
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

The Council reviewed and discussed Brother Loughlan Sofield's reflections and suggestions for the
2014 Assembly.
The Assembly structure was discussed: committees, chairpersons, and processes.
The Council will have a recollection day the Monday of the retreat/congress week in August.
The "Spirituality of An Assembly" was discussed and themes for each council member to present were
discussed.
The Director General and his council has asked the USA District to take Ethiopia as a sector of the
District. The council discussed the General's request.
Sector Recollection Days will take place as follows:
October 19, 2013, 9AM-3PM: Heart of God Hermitage, Woodland Park, CO
January 18, 2014, 9AM-3PM-San Diego
November 2, 2013, 9AM-3PM- Church of the Nativity, Fairhaven, NJ
November 23, 2013, 9AM-3PM-Church of the Magdalene, Sleepy Hollow, NY
The March Plenary Gathering will take place at Newark Airport-March7-8, 2014. Jim Halley, John
Szamreta, and Tom Wilhelm will coordinate the Gathering.
We have 6 priesthood candidates: Alex Ibarra, Sebastian Springob, Paul Kelly, Fernando Valdes, Mark
Dileone, and Dailon Lisabet. The Council will ask George Hazler to be the coordinator of seminarians
and priesthood candidates.

August 5, 2014 Council Meeting
•
•
•

The Council discussed several possible themes for the Assembly and all agreed that the theme would
be: "Guided by the Vision and Mission of the Second Vatican Council."
The Council discussed the status of the Haitian priests in the USA District.
The Council met with Fr. General to discuss Ethiopia, Haiti and the USA 2014 Assembly.

October 2, 2013 Council Meeting
•
•
•
•

The Council shared reflections of the August Retreat and Congress evaluations and took note of
suggestions and common themes.
The Council reviewed the Assembly process: proposal phase, committees, and target dates.
There was a a discussion of suggested ways of balancing the business of the Assembly with spiritual
components and allowing time for prayer, reflection, rest etc.
The October, November and January recollection days were reviewed.
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•
•
•
•

•
•

•

The Council discussed next steps for the Ethiopia sector. Tony, Andrew and Joel will visit Ethiopia
January 2-9, 2014. They will report back to the Council and the district.
Final updates on the status of the Haitian priests in the USA District were discussed.
The Council reviewed several issues around formation, i.e. files for priests applying to the Institute and a
review of those who would be ready to apply for stability this year.
Greg reviewed "USCSI" and the need for more support from our District. He will try to go to this year's
conference and will ask Bill Konicki to invite his team since this year's conference will be held in
Duxbury, MA.
Tony and Andrew are working with James Burns on the goals for the mission committee given the needs
of the central administration and the financial support that will be needed for Ethiopia.
The Council will arrive to the Plenary Gathering on Thursday evening, March 6, so that a a full morning
can be devoted to a council meeting and discussion and votation on those applying to the Institute and
those asking to move to next steps.
The next council meeting is scheduled for December 16, 2013 at 4:00 PM (EST)

"I have to wait and assess, looking deep into myself, taking the necessary time. The wisdom of
discernment redeems the necessary ambiguity of life and helps us find the most appropriate
means, which do not always coincide with what looks great and strong.” Pope Francis
Mandala created by JohnAnderson
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Walking into Oneness
Reflections on a morning walk during the 2013 Summer Congress
Greg Kremer
Walking. Early morning. Misty rain.
Barefoot in the cool wet grass. Discalced, but for joy not sacrifice.
Wet feet sink into soft ground.
Feeling earthy, incarnational, ready, connected. But to what? To whom?
Something more than this path, this place, this moment...
Could it be…
The energy of the earth, alive as she is?
All people who have walked this path, prayed on these grounds?
The energy of all living things, past, present and future.
Could it be even more? Is it possible?
Could this intense physical connection be a way,
through the eternal power of the incarnation, to connect with the Mystical
Body?
Or am I just daydreaming? Is this feeling on this morning
something conjured up from the restlessness in the deep down roots of my
being? Is it a manifestation of my longing for Unity, or an experience of
the One?
The question, like the mist, hangs in the air.
Walking. Fast now, then slow. Exercising, then observing.
A white flower near a clear rock-bottomed stream.
Reflecting. Mind racing, then calm.
An hour devoted to the practice of walking.
A prayerful practice. A practice to keep the demons at bay.
I find a grove of evergreens, tall and wide.
A path of sorts leads under a canopy of sorts, formed by the spread of
branches.
Feeling protected underneath, but from what? From whom?
Looking up I see holes in the canopy of pine,
the gaps that let the light in, let the rain through.
Permeable. Flexible. Gently swaying in the breeze.
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Surviving by yielding when the load is too heavy, or comes too fast.
A natural defense against “too much”…
“He leads me beside still waters; He restores my soul.” [Psalm 23]
I discover a secluded pond. Willow tree on the bank,
dipping its fingers in the water as if to calm the croaking frogs.
I pause, breathing in the peace of the still waters,
but soon I am drawn on, seeking something elusive, something eternal.
A connection to the essence. An ability to truly discern,
to cut away the excess, the “too much” of life that begs for attention.
To not waste time on anything that does not lead rapidly to Unity.
Walking on, I am reminded: The devil distracts. The Spirit attracts.
But how to distinguish distraction from attraction?
Listen and Pray, Pray and Listen.
Walk and Pray, Pray and Walk.
Easy to say, but on this day
I struggle with what it means to pray.
Walking on, I am reminded: Jesus taught us the way.
Pray to surrender - “Not my will but yours be done.”
Pray together - to ‘Our Father,’ shifting perspective from me to we.
Pray together - for each other and with each other,
for “if two of you agree on earth about anything for which to pray,
it shall be granted by my heavenly Father.”
Pray together - pray as One “That All May Be One.”
Pray together – Pray into Oneness, into Unity,
by making your spirit and voice available as a channel for the
one eternal prayer of the Spirit, the inexpressible groaning,
beyond words, beyond time, for Communion.
And so let us pray, together, as One, to Be One:
O Spirit of Unity, remind us that we are all connected, and always have been.
Calm all the noise in our minds so that we may hear your call and know your will.
Give us the wisdom to yield like the pine trees when confronted with “too much,”
And the courage to keep walking in the direction of our surrender.
Come Holy Spirit, Create us Anew, United in You.
Amen
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Keep the door open for all the baptized!
Bill Konicki
The delegates for the 2014 Assembly
received a copy of Brendan Leahy’s book Ecclesial
Movements and Communities: Origins, Significance
and Issues. As I read I felt like I was walking down
memory lane. In the Seminary I was actively
involved in the Charismatic Movement at the
Cenacle. I remember the large numbers of the
baptized gathering together in prayer and praise,
participating in Life in the Spirit Seminars; all of us
being “baptized in the spirit”. I was fortunate that I
was one those who could attend national
conferences in Atlantic City, and the Priest and
Deacon Conferences in Steubenville, OH.
I continued down memory lane as I recalled
being a Cursista in 1977 as part of the Cursillo
Movement. That same year I gathered in prayer
with our parish Legion of Mary members. All these
movements along with the youth versions Teens
Encounter Christ (TEC); Search For Christian
Identity (Search), Marriage Encounter, Engaged
Encounter were all a part of our ministry to Youth
and Young Adults in the Diocese of Worcester. As
Director of the Office for Youth Ministry I had the
opportunity to attend many national Youth
Conferences including Steubenville East which
many from our diocese still attend today.

the time and expense of attending. Even in parishes
those who attended the Atlantic City Gatherings
became the parish leaders. Youth who attended the
TEC Conventions were given leadership roles in
Diocesan structures. The unintentional exclusionary
practices were partially responsible for the demise
of movements that set out to encourage “believing
people” to draw all the baptized to the gift of
deepened faith and the grace of God by inspiring
faith.
I personally love the spirituality of Voluntas
Dei and the wisdom of Fr. Parent. I believe there
are many others who can benefit from formation
and inclusion in Team Life throughout our district. I
pray that we will be able to cast the seeds of our
spirituality far and wide and be inclusive of all the
baptized without closing the doors on those who
may not be able to afford the time or the expense of
attending sector and district meetings.

These movements are about the business of
deepening the spirituality of both the baptismal
priesthood and the ministerial priesthood
encouraging all to be a pilgrim people making the
world the place God says it out to be.
Unfortunately, I also remember the reasons
why many of our parish Charismatic Prayer Groups
fell apart. They began to close in on themselves;
became very bureaucratic and overly
institutionalized. I remember that among the priests
and deacons there was a distinction between the
men who attended the Steubenville Priests and
Deacons Conference and those who could not afford
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Please remember in your prayers
Eleanor and Bob Suroweic and their family.
Fr. Paul Kang, who was recently hospitalized.
Genevieve Wojciechowski, mother of John
Szamreta, passed away on October 23rd.
Robert King, father of Rob King, passed away in
October.

John O’Neill writes a weekly homily
reflecting on the Sunday readings and
applying them to our Voluntas Dei
spirituality. These can be found on the
Director General’s website at
www.voluntasdei.org

We send our love, prayers and support to John,
Paul, Rob, Eleanor and Bob, and their families.

Visit our new website at voluntasdeiusa.org

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF
VOWED/COMMITTED MEMBERS
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Our statutes require that by virtue of our
vow of poverty that all vowed members
contribute 7-10% and committed
members 2% of their net income.
Aspirants and Probationers participate in
the financial support of the Institute
according to their means.
All contributions should be sent directly
to the Chair of the District Finance
Committee: Mr. Paul Lang, 26 Settler
Court, Tinton Falls, NJ 07753.
If any member is unable to contribute
according to our statutes, they should
communicate this directly to Tony Ciorra.
He is the only one that will receive this
information and it will be received with
compassion and kept strictly confidential.
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